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USS5 NASSAU (CVE-1§)

Sperifications:

Cla55! BEQGLE
Length: 485" &
Hear: 111" %"
Orrafr: e
Speed: 18 knots
Complement: /50
Displacemant: 8,800 tona
Armament: 2 - 3%
20 - 40w
H - M om
21 giroralt
FOREWORD

NASSAU (CVE-16} wes lald down on 27 MNovember. 1%l
by the Seattle-Tecoma  Shipbuliding Corpeoration,  Tacome,
Wasnington, as M. ©. Hull ¥g. 234, launched on 4 Apnl, 1942,
sponssred Ty Mrea. G, H, Hassalman, Tongue Point, Oregen:
scquired by the U.5. Navy an 1 May; 1owed to the Pugel Sound
“avy Yerd, Bremerton, Washington, and converted o am e3COrT
BARPIE

Ny Lhe (ma conversian had started a [ew officers hed been
geslrmod 1o SASSAL end they hed set up temporary affices In
the ¥avy Yarc, The first draft of 115 anlisted men arrived from
San L[Lego 10 late June, Jslowed Dy pnather 200 men in 4erly
July ' 1942. among the ships oTIginal crew Were moré Lthan 104
cyrvivors of the old U85 _ZXINOTON which had been lost in
the Cu=al &ea. Latil Lit= in AUgwsl 1he men were quarlered

axhore in the Navy Yerd barcmcks.

th early August ihe NASSAY was [loawed in her dry dook,
wher. on 20 August, 1642, sha was officaliy comminsioned under
the conmand of Captain Austin X, Doyle, USN of Pensachld, Fiorida.
Ceremonies were gsimple, and with all the ship's crew abeard,
the NAS3AlU was wwrned over to Captein Doyle, the commlssion
pannmnt holeted, work was tesumed by 2000 workmen readying

her for see duty.
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20 hugust:

19 Sapt — & Oct:

T Ocroker:

10 etober:

1 Ocrober:

23 October:

21 etaber.
=23 Db

23 Ocrobar:

15 Corober:

27 Ocrober:

30 Grtober:

8 Kovwabar:

3 November:

11 Noremher !

19 Novedber:

23 November:

C.5.5. HASSAU
SHIP'S HISTORY
PART I - CHEOMOLOLY
1942
commisgicned et Puger Sound Kavy Yard. Eremarton, Wh.
Cape. Auatin X. Doyle. USN, of Fenmamcola. FL., Commanding.

Conducesd Erial runs and Iitting out gctiriciens in
Geatrie area. Logded 9 FuF's ol YG5 16,

Underwar from Porr Amgeles, WA. for alamedn, CA.

Maored at Naral Alr Scacion.
and 12 TBF's of ¥&5 10,

Arrived at Alameda, CA.
Loading aizcrafr Eer ferrying

Uaderwar for Fearl Harbor, T.H. Operating under ComiirFac.

Arrivad at Pearl Harbor, T.H. Soored at Ngval Air Station.

Unlpaded aircrafc.
Mewed ko Revy Tard, Fearl Hecbor.
Underwent repalrs and inacnllatjonsg.

Movad to Maval Air Scacion, Pasrl Herbor. Esbarked
passsngers. Loaded sircraft, incleding 12 TBF 'z,
20 SRD'y end & P-iQ's for Lerrving.

tnifrwd berths to wasring alongside, MEDLSA, for additional
repairs and installaticns.

Undarway for Palmyra Islend.

Arrived ar Palmyra; deparcad for Noumen, Yuu Caledonin
ferryiug passeogers and aircrafr.

hrrived gt Moumsa, New Caledonia. Anchored io Great Roads.

Launched & F4F's.
Ferr¥ing atreraft Mnd pASengérd. OpalTATing under omScFac.

Artived »k
YF Y2 and

Launched 20 SBD'm, 12 TEF's and 3 P-40's,
Fepiritu Sante. Anchored in »egood Channal.
YT & embarkad for aperations.

Undervar for Youses, New Caledonis. conducting [light
operaAlidng .

arrived at Nowssn. anchorsd st Great Roads.

Underway [or Espirity Santo, New Hebrides



2% Noy - U Tec: Anchorad ac Soumss. Condockbed Elight operacinng
intermittently, cruising 1o vicinity of Houmea.

"3 Decmpber: Yice Admiral william F. FAalsey, Cosmander Socoth Facifiz
Farce, zame aboard to award atatyens co medbers of Alr Group.

27 Cecymber: Undefway for Eapiriru Sants, condusting flight operaticna.
0 Cacamber: AFrivad ac Fapiricu Sante. Anchored tn Segond Chenonal.

1943

1-6 Jenusry: Anchered at Fapiritw Santo, New Hebrides.

7 Janwary: Cnderway For ¥itl Levw. Fiji Islands. conducting flight
aperacions under CTF 4%,

13 January: Arrived ar Viti Levd. zoered co buoy in Tombaka Nandi.
Y55 1|5 emtarked far operatians.

14=17 Januwarr: Hoored at ¥it: Levu. Conducted flight operations.

18 Janusrr: lnderway for sea ia viciaity of Nandil for flight operations,
fighter director szercrmes and radar calibracions.

19 January; Egturoed Fo Vit Levy. Moored.

19 Jan = 5 Feb: “ggred at Y¥3ti Levu, conducking Elight operabtioms
wncarmittancly. Zebarked YF 72, ¥T & and YGS 16,

6 Febvruarr: Underway fFor “ear! Harber, T.H.

14 Febrpary: Arrived at Fearl Harter.

16-20 Fanroary: Moored ar %Savy Yard For repairs and alceraciona.

11 February: Loaded personnsl and airerafe of ™AG 21, including 34 Fafl's.
Cnderwar for Espirity banto, ¥ew Hebridesa, cperatiog oo

Farrying ®isstian under ComAirFec.

1 vapeh: Carapulesd 5S4 FuF'sa.  Arcived et Espicitu Sance, sachorad Lo
Zegond Channel .

10 March: Uodarway for Pearl Yarbor, T.H.

19 March: Arrived st Pear! Karbor, moored ar Reval Air Scacion.
19-20 Mgrch; Loaded cargo and «obarked pasapnpgers.

21 Yarch: Underwar For San Francisco, TA.

17 “areh: Arrivsd ar Alaasds, oA, Moarsd et Naval Air Sgatian,
(Heembarked passengers and unloaded cargo.

13 Yarch: Mowed to Fier #20. San Franclsco, General Engineering Co.
5 Myr = 17 Apr: Undergesng ropairg and alreraticos.
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13 April:
14 April:

1T April:

24 April:

23 April:

3 April:

6 Mary:

Cndervay for Sam Diesgo, CA.
arrived At 5an Dimgo. Moored ar Naval Air Stacica.

Underway to condect flight operations with YO 21 fer
tralning purposes,

Cosplated training erarcisws. Fetyrned to Neval Air
San [Ciego.

Undervay to cendezvous with TF 31.1, en rowte o Cold Bay,
Alamka with YO 21 Abgard.

MAS54T anchored in Cold Bay, where she joined IDAHD, NEYARA,
J.F. BELL, CHANDLER, DALE, FARRADUT, LANE, HULL , MACIONOUCH,
HARRIS, LONGC, HETWOD, ZEILI%, ™ONACHAK, PHELPS, AENER FEAD,
MEADE, FDWARDS, HEED, SICARE, ARDIS, PRUITT, FPERIDA, AXD

W.L. THMPSON,
Infantry landed on Attu.

At 0623 KASSAL commenced laonehing twe 2ight plane flighrs of
FiF"=4a, and another flight conalating of twwe =43 end two F&F-1»
to por a4 oporters. The Wildeacs were co strafe and bomb in
advance of Army troops landing at Actu. The firac recurning
Wildear lgnded at 040%, but tr hit the barrier and suffered

gome dampga. The pilot wam not injured.

At 0810, Faul Besumont, flying #& (11811), was ordered to ditch
alongeide of HONAGHAK berause the (og was considersd coo thick
tor a safe landing aboard. He had Elown {our hours stracking
ey and believed ne could have landed safely. He mads the
mistake of Isnding too close te che DD end it over ren him aad
the DD crewmen loat sight of him. He juse barely survived the
immergion in the cold Bering Sea waters. After bkeiog picked up
by MONAGHAY he remained on bomrd until long sfter NASSAU had left
the combat prea, therafore this was his soele combat flighe in the

Aleutyany. Whila abomrd tha U0 ha wea pressad loto sotd oF leam
appropriate dubiss.

Tad Condp, in 12019, bombed Holtz Bay and returned co NASSA[

without incidwnt. Bud Fally, in 11865, fliw "sir combmt patrol
over ships to fight off ARy atresmpt maje o attack them from Ateu.”

At DB2A, “ole F97." 3997, an F4F=3, craghed on deck, buc the pilot
was oot Lrjured. A3 snother F4F-3 was landing at D913. & parachute
flare broke loooe and fell on deck, 1o wes quichly roased orver the
sid; and the Eire wae extinguished. The laet aircrafr landed at
a1y,

The second wase scarced cacapuleing ac 1443 and by 1453 rhe lest of
the eight F4F-45 wasg oo its way to Actu. One pilot made an
emergency landing ac 1316 and ac 1535 A.J. Toscrzewsky, an Flé
(035193, ditched and was picked up by ATLWIN. The flring day ended
at 1603 whan the lase wWildear rectutned o NAS3AL.



1¢ May:

L4 May:

Yeather did not permit an early launching, but Einally at 1143
the firgr of two FaF-4n toak off, Eollowsd ac El4T by che second,
The wission was =imply to ceconnolter Actu and retorn b0 NASSAL.
AE 1237 the first of erght -ia loaded with twe 100 bh. bomps sach
commenced laupching and by 1245 they wers all om the way to Attu.
A1t aircrafe nad besn carapult launshed because of cnsufficient
wind velocitr,

fondo, in 03460, attacked an AA battery at Heloz Bay and scored
azme Razs, but che AA gunhers dcored zoge hits also. Condo loak
hix £2il wheel and 4 ~D=m nrojectile creased che huemp behind his
wead. With the selling at caly (500 feet the AA guoners werd
fairly accurate. Attacks againgt che rargets were nade by flying
in m "daisy chain,"” so the last man in w23 1ikely co gac stung:
Kelly, in 12135, "Bocbed and strafed enewy positions heliding up
adrancepent of our trocss. Attack very succeszful.” The landing
ont C¥E-156 was his L¥ch carrier landing.

The run e=arly aircrafe landed ae 1310 and 1313, arnd, slthough scme
of the other planes kad received damage from the heary aA Fire,
the Z1asicn had resn svccessful and abtl eighe planed had landed
between 1223 apd 135C.

The “ace shift began laonching ac 1710, all sight being airborne
by 1720. by this time the sorfisk wer @ SOore or L#sy routing. and
by 1820 the lasc Wildrat had keen recovered.

"y 12 “ay From JZ00 uatil 0500 actackiog enesy planes invaded che
mists of Attu, svacing crer the laland cessalessly, celentlewsly.
as thev strafed and bombed it. At bhis fime absurd leafleta

urging surrender wara dropped in tha Chichagef Harbor secrer.” (JU}

Inclement weather prevented flying by VC=I1 uptil lake in the
aftersssn, bur some wmpravemsnt allowed nioe Wildeats eo haad
for the terget areas. the first departing at 1713. 3y 1848 all
w34 hasn recovarsd by NASSal'.

The ahadew of had luck rerurped co HASSAU wibth & vangembcl.
Seneral (uarrers was sounded because of a sonar repert of &
submarsné. Alreraft were scrasbled ae 1234, with Condo Flrsc
aff and seven others following short order, Ac 1247 anccher
Flight of Four waa lauwnched. Wilaon C. Eellr, in #1323 {11838].

At [406 the Firat Witdcst was teken sbonrd MASSAU, but whea the
Lase trap hat¢ been zade there were three alreraft mizsieg.
Jouglos Henderson, f1ying #2 (12019} had crashed inte a moenimin
on Attw, peobably hic by aA fire. Airerafe ¥10 (12074}, flown
by Ernest [. Jacksen, suffered che sass fatas. Condo had eeen
polosd by the Air Sroup Cowsasder, L.E, Gresoamyer, o8 Eop

of tha cloud layer and had attacked Sarana Bay. Climbing away
from the target they flew inte che clowds, buc when Casds eserged
from the spup Creenazyer wes novhere to be seen. Condo, io
2043, returfed safely o che sarrier, but Gresnamyer, f1lying
¥22 (03ar;, failed to return.

Faor alreraft and three pllots had been logt.



10 May.

17 May:
18 ™nr:

1% May:

20 Mmy:

£l May:

At 0915 Crusoe eond Thorson were lawnched in #25%, and Ervins and
Allanby were lnunched in #34 at D917 for apotting Attu shelling.

At 1258 a Grummao crashed io the water to starbeard ([of PENNZYLYANIA}
and thr piles [(W.C. KEwlly)} wop rescumd et 1205 by ALWIN.

NASSAD launched four FiF-is and onw FLF-3 between UFIE and
0746, Ac 0843 five more F4F-45 comwpoced launthing and at

0851 the first flight commenced landing. Another [ive FaF-as
commenced launching ac 0820 and ten maputes later W.F. Bresden,
USMC, flying F&F-3 2526, dived intoc the water after being
catapulred, Eis bodr was not recoversd. Bremden was gquite
roung and had oot been able to carrier qualify on the war to
Cold Bay., Before Leaving Sorth Islend he had crashed coming
aboszd and aloost went over the side of the ship.

Five Wildecats returned at O%63, but at 1007 Fraocis R. Fegiater,
Flying 02049, wma spen o 2FAAh ineo Hole: Bay, probsbly the
ricrim of Ah fire. Sorty-seven mioutes later the last ¢f che
Wildcears acarted landing, sll beinyg recoverwd succesafullr.

wrathar prevenced operations from BASSALL.
Waprher pravanted cperaticns [rowm NAZSAT.

¥ASSAL entwrwd the arena ageln at 1709 when four FéF-is began
layoching. By 1313 chess Wildcars had complered chelr work and
wvere back aboatd., Pe{ween 15&F gnd 159 four other aircrafc
wers lgunched, Fallowed by three more becween (5321 and 1537,
Wildcat #& damaged 1ts Toending gear uvpon landing and Fl1 crashed
inco the barrier., By L724 all sircraft had been recoversd.
Condg Elew 12134 on one of the micsions and Felly, in QJ422,
Flew alr combpr parral.

Waathatr permircad o gradl numbar of »orties rom NASEAL,
commencing ar 1310, Actacking Thichsgof Ridge in (3420,
Condo was strafing up & valley when he realized that he
was poing 1o have a hard time getting turpes arcund. He
had to lewer his wheels, drop his (Laps, and open his cowl
flapg, and pven then the ¥Wildcat shuddered as it rurned
back tpward tha mea. On tha way ouc he atrafed soms oorr
Japanmce. FKelly, agein in (03322, hombed and strafed
Chichagef Harbor ares. noting, "Good Humting."

When recoverles were completed 2t }913 twenty sorties hod been
[lown,

En coute co hdak,

Wity che miasions af the 20th BASSAlU and VO=21 had completed
their doties in che unfriendly Aleutlans pod were ordered

back to Californis and thenzg to the westarn Facific for
further fame and glory. <arrier "a", Bs it had been called

an official dispacches, vas the Firse CVE io Aleytinn waters;
wazs the ELirst to launch aircraft orer Alogkean waters; and wes
the first CVE invalwed in amphibious landings. Wildcets hed
been lsunched on seventy—six missions, with ¢ne hundred =leren
individual morties.



id May: Eo rouce to San Olegn, DA,

| Jyne: Acrived nt 5an Diego. Moored aF Naval Alr Scarien,
L=7 Jure: “opored ar Yaval At Stacion. Sen DMega.

P Jyne: lUndferway for Alaseda. CA,

# June: Arrived ax Alameda. “ocred ak Narval Mir Station.
B=11 Juoae: Loaded 45 P=38"45.

L2 June: Underway for Brishane, Australia, farrying alrerafe,
Cpernting under ComArrPac.

1 July: Arcived &L Brishane. Auscralia. Mosrsd,

Jily: Cnloaded airceoafe.

¥l

iud

July: Uncerwar {ar Youmsa, Vew Caledonis.

@ Julr: Arrived 2t Noumea. Anchored in Uwso Bay.

7 July: woaded cargo and & [C-3's. Eabarked passengers.
E July: nderway for San Diege, SA.

O July: 3Zet course for San Trancisco, GA.

23 July: Arvived at San franciscs. Proceeded to Nary Yard, Mars
igland. Maarwd. LUnloaded dlrcraft, disembarked passengars.

<3 July = 25 fug: Undergeing repaira and alcerarions at Nary Yard,
Mare Island.

20 hogust: Lulerway for San [Hego, CA.

27 Agguar: Arrived at San Diego. Moored at Naval dar Station.

1=3 3epr: Conducted flight operatians for eraining off 4an Mlega.

3 Sepr: feturned co Naval dir Stacion, San Diegs,

6-8 Sept: Conducted flagne aperationa for training off San Disga.

T Sepe:  Returned to Xaval Air Scarion, San Doapa.

13-15 Sept: Londucced f1lighe azeraclona Esr traaning off an Tiege.

1% Zept: EBeruyrowd ta Yavel Air S-ucion, San Diega. Capt. Ausein E,
layle, SN, vas relieve: as Commanding GfFicer, by Capk.

wtanley J. Michael, USN, af Lashingten, 0.0,

i¥-22 Sept: Condyccad Elighe opwratlons for cralning off San [iwgo.
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1% Sapr: herurned to Naval ALr Srarcion, San Diegn.

23=25 Sepr: Loadwd pacscnneil and mircrafe of MaG 3, Lncluding
35 Zp0'3 and 36 FaF's,

26 Sept: [nderway on ferrr mission co Samca, Fiji Islands.
& October: Arrived at Bamoa. Moored et Naval Air Statiea.

6-7 fer: Launched 26 F4l's and 15 5A0's. Eabarksd passengars For
return Erlp.

8 Oetober: OUnderwar For San Diego. CA.

19 October: Arrived gt San [Mego. “cored at Fepair Base. Diszenbarked
PASSANZETS.

19 - 23 Oer: LUnderwvent repaira sk Repair Base, San Diego.
i3 Octobear: Moved to Naval Adr Scetion, Exbarked VRF=375 for pamsage.
Loaded mircraft, iocluding 14 SBD's, & JRB's, 2 SNBE'a,
2 SHIC's, 10 TOC'a, 5 SBC'a, t GH, 26 F&F 2 end 13 Fall's.
i Ocpober: lUnderwvar for Pear] Harlor, T.H.

30 Octobwr: Atzived av Pewrl Harber. Howred at Maval Aiv Scation.
Unloaded aircraft, disembarked passengers.

t—& Mow: Conducred alr operacions in craining area off Pearl Hardor.
7 Wovember: Returned to Naval har Scacion, Pearl Harbor.
7=10 Kov!: Loaded 22 FAF s, Embarksd VF-1,

i0 Novesbar: (nderwsy to Gilbare Talanda; aparating under CTF 52,
YF=1 abcard.

21-23 Yov: Conducced air operations supporting the captore and
oecupation of Teurewse [alend; cpersting under CTF 33.

£3 Noreaber: Launched 77 F&F's. which procasded to Teraws.

8 November: En ronte to Fear] FAarbor, copersting under CTF 3%

3 [mcewber: Arrived at Fearl Harbor. Moorwd at Xawral Air Scation.
-7 Dec: Loaded airctafr, including 13 A-24's and 37 P-3%'s.

E Dgpceabar: ‘Undecvar for Makin atpll, Gilbert Islands. ferrring
aircratt.

14 Dwcembar:  Arraived 1a sicinlty of Makin. Carapuleed all atrerafr;
sef course for FPearl Harbor.

20 Decembar: Arrived at Pearl Harbor. Moored in X-ray area.



14 Decambear: Yowed to Maval hir SEéElon.

i5-31 Dee: Moved co Mavah Air Seation, Peacl Harbor. Ship's force
conducted netessary repairs.

1 Gad

Jampary: Zmbaried personnel of YO58,

=

[ 1)

Janpary: Cnderway for tralning acea atf Frarl Harbaor.

Jangary: Canducted flight eperationd with Wo=hd,

o

January: Complered training cxfrcigesa. Kerurned o Naval Adr
Station, Pearl Haricr.

=

11 Jaruary: Loaded 14 Fi7'g and T TMB'a of Y66,

13 Jenuary: Underway for crainlry area off Pearl Harbor, to cobduck
flight sowrarions furing amphibious tralning exercises.

13=19 Jars: Conducted erpunlng operaticns.
{8 January: fReturned to Saval Air Scation, Pearl Aarbor.

73 January! Underwar Eor ™arsnall IsTand, conducting Flight operationa
grder TS 51.2.

54 fan -~ 11 Feb: Cooducted flight ocperacyena, rncluding ASP and CAP over
Hajuro, and air strixes, ASE and CAP over Wobje and Tarca
Iaimnds.

27 February: Anckored st Ma uro ACSll.

23 Tabruary: Launched operaticnsl sircrafe bo 53 NATOMA BAY.
Taceivad dod alrcrefe.

23 Febryarv: Jaderway for Peatl Harbor.
9 Mypah: Arrived at Pearl Harbor. Moored at Naval Alr Starion.

5 mMapch: Disembarked Y044, Exbarked passengers, !paded carge eand
fullewing mircrafr: (B SBD's, 5 JIF's, 5 OS2U's and 3 50C"s.

& Warch: Underwar for Kvajalein Atoll, ™Marshell Islands, on fertring
migaion, operating uhder ComAirPac,

12 March: “atapultsd 15 58072, ¥roceeded to snchorage nt [wajaledin.
Ilnloaded 3 J2F's, i USZ0's, Ticeabarked passeogerd.

t3 March: Endervay for Majure atoll, YMarskall Islands,
b4 March: Acrived at Majurc. Anchored, Unloaded: 3 50C's, 3 082U's,

and dimenbeiked pesswngers, Fecalved cargo and peszengers
for return trip. LUnderway for Taraws, Silbere Islaeds.



1% March: Arrived at Tarawa. Anchered in Detio Ancharage. [ 5embaTked
PASAERRET S,

Lg March: Unloadad carge. FEmbarked passengers and loaded alrcraft
for cetutm trif.

17 Mgrch: Completed loading followlng aircraft: 15 SEDM'g, 28 P-4l's
ahd & F¥'s. Steamed to "akin. Lowded passwngers snd freight.
I'nderwav for Pearl Yarbaor.

2% March: Arrived at Pearl Harbor. Meored at %aval Alr Seacion.
Unicaded aircrmit. dizembarked persannel.

76 March: Complered embtarhation of passengecs and loaded following
asircrafe: 5 PRY's, 1 Rab, 1 052U, lnderway for Alameds, CA.

1 hpril: Arrived At Alameda. Yoared mr Havel hrr Seation. Dissmbarked
passengers, wunloaded airiraft.

2 hprit: Moved to Nawr Yard. *are [slsnd, Ch.

7=29 april: Vnderwent repairs and alterations at Mary Yard, Mere Eslapd.
In drr=dock &-1% April,

1% aprll: Capcain Stanter J. Wichael, USN., was celiaved ap Commmnding
OFficer by Caprain %orzan w. Ellis, 9N, of 5r. Louwis, MO,

3 April: Moved bo Navy vard, Hunter's Poinoc.

1 May: Conducted tesc run off San Francisco. Returned co harbar.
knchored in AR Francisco Taw,

7 May: “Moved to Vaval Air Stacionm, ilameda.

I-4 May: Loaded cargo and Fallpwing airerafg: 16 P-4¥'s, @ P-3'sg,
4L A-2B"%, 11 A-20"4 and & P=6l's, Embarked paasshgdrl.

5 May: Underway for Finzchafen, hew Guines, Fertying ghrorefe, operating
uwnder ComCarTransRonfac.

23 May: Arrirved at Finschafen, New Cuinea, Moored at Irepger's Harbor.

2i Mar: Unloaded aircrafc, disembarked passengers. Took an pansengers
and the [ollewing atrcrafe for the vetern trip: &3 F-47'g ani
1 P40,

75 May: Upderway for Han Diego, CA.

17 June: ACrived at San TMiegs. “oored ar Naval Arr Statlose, Caloaded
agirzraft, disexbatksd passengers.

13-17 June: Loaded 32 58975, 25 FG-1's mad 10 TEM's, Embarked VuF 314,
YYER 333, amd other passengerd,

{H Jene: Underusy for taceieal daes range. ConduZted beat Tund. Set
zgurze far Pearl Harbor, T.A.
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74 tupe: Arrived ap Pearl Harbar. Mocred ac Naval Air Stotich.
Tizembarcked all passengets.

ac Tuna: Exmbarked YMF 312, YBSB 133, and ocher passengers. Underwar
for Eaplricu Janes, New Habrides,

B July: Arklvad ar TAJACiLU EApnta. anchorwd in Pallikulw Bay.
i sprbiarced jassenfers and unloaded aircrafe,

? July: Completed unlzading. Loaded aircrafr and carge for retorm tPAQ.

B July: Moved to Segond Channel. mompleted Loading aircrafc, including
36 Ful's. L5 FeF's. 2 30C7's and 1 F4F.

3 July: Tabarked 2450 12 and pLher pasengers- Underwary for Fort
Fuenems, A

23 July: Arrived At Porc Zuensme.
2% July: LUniosded sircrafe und CAFED. Underway For Sam Diega, UA.

% JTuly: arreved At San Dlegod. “Mosrwd af Y¥aval Aic Jcation.
Disembarked passengers. Moved to ¥aval Repair Base.

25 July = 3 Awg: ‘nderwent repairs and mlraratioos at Repair Base,
San Mego.

LYl

August: Eobarked passengers. Wndervay for Alameda, CA.
T hygumt: Arrived at Alameds. Yapred ar Naval Alr Ftaclen.

8- ays: Loaded carge and aireraft, including 151 V's, 20 Pi'=,
5§ 4§ZC's, L TBM, L P-53 ang 2 t=44's, Embarkad pansmbigdrs.

9 fugust: Lnderway for Pearl Harbor, T.H.

% Auguse: Archved ae Panrl Harbar. Hoored at Naval Alr Stakion.
"uloaded aircraft, disembarked passERgerS.

19=1T7 Aug: Voloaded cargd.

1§ Augnst: Ingpected by Rear Admiral Samuw] P. Cinder, VSN, and Staff
ComCarTransRonfec.

i3-70 Aug: Leowded alrcraft, including 33 F&F'a, 12 THA'g, 20 SRIC'n.
Fotarked replacement pllots and crewsed.

2]l huguat: Underway far Manus, kdniraley Islanda.
t Seprember: Arrived at Manus.  Anchered in Seandlar Harbar.
f Geptember: [oderway te rapnde2vous @1th walca of TF M3, Opmrating

a5 teplacepent carcier for raids on. and occupatlon of,
Palau Taland, unmcder CTG 20.8.



9 Septester: FRendezvoused with TG 38.4. Launched & FéF's, I TBM's
and & SBIC's5.

11 September: PBendazvouwaed wirh TF's 38,1 and 4.1, Cacapulted 12
FoF's, 9 SBEIC's, and B TBM's. Delirvered replacement
pilors and ¢rewegn.  Set course for “anud.

15 September; Arrived Af Manua. Anchofdd in Sesadler Rarbor.

16=17 Sepreober: Embarked 15 F&F'4, SMIC"a and 7 TEM's,

19 Saptembar: Underway For cendezrous with unica of TF 33.

23 Septwsber: Rendsrvoused with TR's 34,1, 28.1. M.3, sast of Mindaneo.

Launched 18 FeF'z, 9 GB2C's and & TBM '3, Delivered
replaccment pilota snd crevisn.

ié Septembar: 3wt courge for Manus.

17 September: Lauached § THM's and & replacement crews to CVE's of TF3L.
0 Septemider: Arrived at Manus. Aachored in Seeadler Jarbor.

1=31 Get: Loaded aircrafr, including 13 FHF's, 3 TEM's and 10 SBIC's.

& October: Lnderwar far rendezwous with umits of TF M.

11 fectober: Rendezvoused with TF 38 east of Lezon. [Delivered 12 TEM's
and 11 F&F'a.

12-15 O¢k: Standing by for rendemavous.

1t Oceober: FRendegvoussd with TO's 38,2 and 39.3, Deliversd replacesent
crews, T PSF's and 10 SAXC's.  Landed & FOF'z, 1 SRXC aed
ETEM'=, all Elyskle duds.

I6 Dotobar: Launched 1 TEM's for Peleliv Islend, Falaw Croop, with
photographic incellipem-s of TF 38 operations. St

course For Manusz,

20 Dctober: Arrived at Manus, Anchored in Seeadler Harbor.

21=24 Oce: YUrlosded duds. FReceived adiitional ceplacesent pllobs
and TO F&F'a,

2t October: nderway For Ulithi Atoll, Carolina Ialande.

28 (ktober: Arrivad at Olithi. Anchored.

3l Oct = 1 Kov: Unloaded 70 FEF's by lighter ceo cacziers of TF 38.
Tranaferrad all replacement pilots.

2-4 Nov: Received passenger, cario and following dud axrcrafb:
10 F6F's and 2 SB2C's.
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& Yovsmher: LUnderway for Pearl darbor, ferrying aircralt,

16 Novsmper: Actived ac Pearl farbor. Moored st Naval Air Statien.
Diactwrged airzraft, cargo and passengers.

17 Novegber: Tabarked passengers and loaded 56 5B2C°s, 1 FM's aod 1 TEM.
18 Ngyregber: Lodervas for San Tiegoe, Th. Operaticd under ComCar TransEonPac .

2t Ngprember: Arrived at San Diego. Moored at Naval Aie Seation. Oischarged
sireraft and passengrrs.

% Novegber: “eved to ¥ersl Repair Jusw. Jan Diega.

2T Hav - 9 Twc: Underwent repairs snd slteratlons at Mpral Repair Base.
San Dregao.

& Decembsr: Mored to Naval Air srateon.

T4 [z Lomded 3a TEF's, 14 TAM"2 and 22 Foll'a.

O “acember: Underway for Texrl Harber, T.H.

1% December: Artived &r Pearl Jartor. Moorsd at Nawal Adr Statien.

bt Dwcember: Sobarkad CVG 57 f3r passage. Unlosded 17 F&ll's and lomded
3 TRM's amd 17 Fef's.

17 December: [mdervay for Zuam, “arianas Islands.

24 December; Arrived at Cpam. "oored go buoy in Apra Marbor. Discharged
aircralt and ;4559NRETE.

76 Decamber: Embarked VOF 206 and WMF 117 for pasgage. LUndervary for
Pearl Harbar, T.H.

194%
1-7 Jdan: FEn route From Coam, "erisnas Islends to Paarl Marbor, T.K.
7 Jsnuary: Afrived ot Pearl Harbor. Moorsd at %evel Air Statieh.

§-10 Tam: Loaded carga and 73 7&F's, 12 FM's, B SBD'm, 5 SBXC'm, 15 SNT'e,
1 JRE, L1 TBM's ang 10 Tal's, Embarked passecgerd.

1 January: [U'nderwar for Guam, Marianaa Islands.

21 January: Arcived ar Goam, Yoored To buoy in Apra Harbor. Unloaded
aircraft and Ji3esharked JMNIIENQECE.

72 Juruary: Underway toward designated areas west of Guam to condoce
refresher landing jualificatinns for C¥G LD

23-25 Jan: Copducted recfreaher Elighe opérationa.

% January: Ser courae for Pesrl Marbar, ErHi



3 Februsry: Arrived at Pearl Harber. Moored at Narval Air Station.
& Fabruary: Loaded 53 Fol's, 12 TEBM's, 11 SR 's and embacked passengers,
t Februgry: Uoderway for San Diego, CA.

11 February: Arrived Ar Sam [iego. Moored at ¥aval Air Srarion.
biaeabarked satxengers #nd ynloaded wircrafc.

17414 Feb: Embarked pasaengers. Loaded caras and 19 Fil's, 13 FeF's
and 16 TEXM'=.

15 Fabruary: Underwar faor Pearl Harbor, T.H.

3 February: Arrived at Pearl Harbor. hored at Kaval Supply Depat.
Plommbarked passengers.

7z February: Embarkei VG A2 [or passage. Lnderway for Cuam, Yerianas
Ialands.

4 Mmrch: Arrived at Goam. Moored to buay aT Apra Harbor.
2—% Maren: Unloaded nircrafe and cargo and dissmbaprked paesengers.

6 Mgrch: Lomded B F&F's and & TEM's. Zabarkead For passage 115 petisuts,
suterans of Iwe Jims. Underway for Pearl Harper, T.H.

15 March: Arrived ac Pearl Harbor., Moored at Naval Air Statich.
Unlomded alrcoefc.,

16 “arch: Loaded 12 P¥'s and 17 F&F's. Esbarked passengers.

17 Harch: Underway for Alameda, €A,

27 March: Artived ar Alameda, Mopred at Naval Air Statiom, Capz .
Wormnn W. Ellias, U5%, relteved as Cowmpnding Officer by
Comdr. Frank Turner, USN, of Sarvannak, GA. Unloaded
Alrerafe mnd dlsgmbarked passengeria.

14 March: Mored to bereh at Uniced Enginaaring Company docks, Al mmdn .

1% March - 2 april: OUnderwent repeirs and alterations by Inited
Enginearing Company .

3 april: HMoved ro Nawsl Air Searien.

6-5 april; Logded 19 FG's, &) FAF's 3 FM'g and |8 TEM's. Took on
zatys and pasSEnEerd.

3 April: Underwar [or Pearl Harbor, I.H.

11 Aprit: Arrived at Fearl darber. Moored at ¥aral Alr Statiod.
Tiacharped cargs, 31Tcraft and passkngeri.

t2 April: Loaded & F&F'z and smbarkad passsngers for retufh LCip.
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12 april: Indarway for Alameda, CA.

19 April: Arrived at Alameds. Moored at Haval Air 3tatien. Unloaded
alrcraft and discharged pSIETEETE.

20=21 april: Loaded cargo and following ajrerafe: 2B Fel's, B M
and 27 FAF'zs, Cnpbarked CYG 04 for passage.

Za april: ‘Urderway For Pearl Harhor, T.H.

3 April: Arrived at Pearl larkor. Mesred at Naral Adr Searion.
tlnloaded all aircrast vagept & P¥'3 and 7 F6F's.
Disembarked passengers.

1-2 av: Loaded carga and following atrerafe: 43 Fill'a, 5 5C'a,
& 30C's and 3 052U"s5. Izbarked pasgengers.

1 May: LUnferway For Guam, Marianas Tgtands.

1% May: Arcived af Goam. “oored to booy im Apra Harker. Unloaded
211 alrerafe and mome caras., Jtseobarkad and embarked
passemgera. Loaded cargn.

14 May: Lnderway for Manus, Adziralry Islanda.

17 Map: Arrived at Manus. Anchored in Sesadler Harbor. Unloaded
and loaded carge. Loaded the Following mizcvaft: 18 F6F's,
5 FG's, 7 THM's, 4« FM'a, 1 AF, 1 I12F, 2 JRB"a, 1 HE, 14 5AD'a
and 5 SMI"s.

12 Mar: TUnderway for Samar, Fhilippine Islands.

:] May: hrrirved at Samar. Anchered in Cuiuvan Boadstead. Calooded
arrerafe.

15 May: LInloadad carge. Took on phiseogars and carge iaclouding
1 Paf far return trip. lUnderway for Hanus, Adwiralry Islands.

27 Mav: Arrived at Manus, Anchored in Seeadler Harbor.

37-2% ¥ay: Loaded 61 3BIC's. Embarked pascengers, incloding Vi-d.
28 May: LUnderway for Pearl Harbor, T.H.

b June: Arrived ar Pearl Harhor. Moored at Naval Alr Staciom.

6=8 June: [Diseharged aircraft, cAT@o And pamsdngers, Loeded 9 PC'a,
L TEBM s and 2 Fo's. Embarked pasengers.

§ June: {nderway for San Tiego, CA.

§4 June: Arrived st San DHego. ™oored at Acoadway Landing.
Diseabarked pasaengera.

15 June: Maved to Naval Air Stetian. Soloaded airerefr.



16-17 June: Lloaded the following alrcrafo: 30 PeF'a, B FLl's, 10 Fi's,
3 SMJ"3, 15 TDC's, 12 SB2C's and 8 F's. Echarked passengers.

}& June: lUnderway for Pearl Harbor, T.H.

24 June: Arrived ac Pearl Hacbor., Hoored at Naval Adr Scacien,
Tisembarked passengers, Loaded carge. TEabarked passengers,
trzluding ¥I=F.

25 June: Exmbarked CVEG 33 for passage. Underway for Zsipan, Macianas
Izlands.

% July: Arrived ac Sailpan. Disecharket passengers, iecluding V-7,
Undwewny for Semar, PRilippine [slends,

% July; Arrived at Smmar. Apchored in Gpiuan Rosdstesd. Hseobarked
all passengets.

910 July: Unloaded asircrafr and carge. Loaded che following axrcraft:
6 F&F'o, 8 TE®'s, 5 Fal's and 1 FM. Embarked T35 215 and
orther pRasangers,

10 July: Underway for Alameds, Ca.

27 July: Arrived at Alameda. Moored at Kaval Adr Scacion, [ischergad
pASSENZEETS.

28 July: [Unleaded mircrair.

28 July - B Aug: Moored at jaral ALr 3tarion, Alemeda, wnderpoiog
repalirs By Inited Engineering Company. Litd.

7-8 Mugust: Loaded cargoe and the Following aircrafe: & PV'a and & PBY's.
Embarked pagzengers, including VC 20 and VPE 115,

4 Aupust: [Cnderway for Fesr] Harbor, T.H.

15 Augyzr: Arrived at Pear] Marbor. Meored ar Haval Axr Statioh.
[nlgaded aireraft and disembarked passengers.

15-71 Avg: Lnloaded carge. Loaded © FEY's, Embarked pass#ngers.
including ¥YB 149,

21 Auguat: LUnderway for Alameda, CA.

17 August: Arriwed ar Alameda. “eored At Maval Adir Station. Tmlosded
aireraft and digembarked passEngers.

15=M; aup: CLoaded cargo and esbarked passengers,
31 hggust: Lnderway for Pearl Harbor, T.H.

& Septeaber: V=) Day. En route Pearl Harbar.



f September:

11
19
25
2R

f
10
14
17
4
22
27

28

11

15

21

14
17
27

28

Saptember:
September:
September:
Ceptonber:
October:
Octaber
Gebober:
OCcEober:
Oc Eober :
o trober s
Qobober:
Cotobar!
Hovemnbe r
NHovember:
Howember :
Hovembsar:
November:
Dt Cpumdn k-
Dacembar:
Decembgr 2
Do cEmle@

DCBmner

1945

Arrived at Pearl Harhor

Arrived at San Oiego

Tnderway for Pearl Harbor

Arrived at Pearl Rarbor

Inderway for Guam
Brrived at Guam
Unaderway for Okinawd
Arrived at Okinawa
Underway for Taingtac, China
Avrived ar Talngtac, Chlna
Underway for Samar, Philippine Islands
Arrived at Samar, Philippine Ialud.g
Undearway for Guam

prrived at Guam

Underway for Philipping Ialands
Arrived at Philippine Islands
Underway for the States

Arrived at Mare Ialand, Vallejs, CA
Underway for Pearl Harlor

Arrived at Paarl Aarbor

Unterway for Guam

Arrived at Guam

Uncerway for Pearl Harcbor



lb=4
1%446
& January: Arrived at Fearl Harbar
4 January: Underway for dan Diego
16 Januatry: Arrlved at San Diego
77 January: Underway for Pearld Harbor
28 January: Arrived at Pearl Harborc
31 Janvary: Underway for Guam
10 Fepruary: Acrived at Guam
12 February; Undarway £or Pearl HRarbor
71 February: Arrived at FPearl harbor
25 Pebruary: Underway for Alameda, Callfk.
7 March: Arrlved at Alamedas, Calif,
4 March: Oaderway for Pearl .Harbur
11 March: Arrived at Pearl BHarbor
12 Mazrch: Urderwsy for Alameda, Calif
186 March: Arrived at Alameda, Callf.
13 Hay: Underway for Tacoma. washington

78 October: Nazsau way decommiasioned and entérud the
Paciflic Begarve Flest.

1455
12 June: Dealgnated for modlflcations for alrcraft
tranaportatish PUIpPOE€s, her clasaificatlon was
changed to CWHE-16. Shortly thersaftar sha waa
transferred to the Bremerton Reaerve Group.

1959
1 March:; U.5.3. Nazsau ICYE-16) was struck from the
Navy regiater.

1961
June; U.5.5, Masaju {CVE-16) was bowed to Jepan for

acapplog.



. yMaRY OF ALRCRAFT LAUNCHINGS AND LANDINCGE

1, Operatioral and Training Purposes

{n) Laun¢hings 2717, including 958 by catapulit
ib) Lendings 2678

£

Irznsport Purposes

(u) Lavrchings 368, all catppult
(%) Landings 12
3. Total
(a) Launchings W45, :neluding 1366 by catapult
(b Landings 2690

SUMMARY OF WILES STEAMED

Vear Miles™
19412 11,518
TR 78.5651
*344 H1.020
1945 _B3,698

Tqtal wartime steaming - 294,887

vausall recelved five Battie Siars for world Wer 11 sarvice.

1 Star/Aleuwtian Operation
Atty Occupation -- 11-2% May 1843

1 Star, Gilbert 1sland Operation -- 20-30 November 1943
1 Star/Mershall lslands Operation == 29 January-8 February 1944

1 StariWestern Ceeoline Islands Operation
Cepture and Occupation of Scuthern Palau -- & Septembar-
i1 October 1544
sasaults on Lhe Philippine Tslnds - 3-34 Sepiwmber 1944

1 Ster/Leyte Oparaton
Leyte Landings - 11-14 October 1944
Luzon Attlacks - 15, 13 October 1944



SUMMARY OF AIRCRAFT TRANSPORTED
RAVAL AIRCRAFT

Fighters

175 F4F, FM: 363 F4U, FG: 461 F6F 949
Torpedoes

TOF. TBM 187
Seout Pombara

150 SHD: 184 SB2C, SEBW, SBF:; 5 580 J48
Observation and Scout

14 0520; 11 50C: 15 5C 40
Patral

17 PBY; 33 P¥ 50
Mizceilansous

6 JIF:. 2 JRF: 5 JRB: ¥ SNB; 9 5NJ; 1 R4l

1 GH; 1 HE; 10 TO0C: 15 TD2C; 1 AE 55

Total Neve! Adrcraft - 1609

AAMY AIRCRAFT

Attack

11 &-20. 13 A-24; 4 A-T§ ]|
Pursuir
57 P=36: 37 P-3%: 3% P-40: 69 P-47: 4 P-61 194

Miscellaneons
4 DC-3; 2 OC-45 ]

Total Army Aircralt - 228

Grand Total 1837




PART Il - NARRATIVE
U.5.5. 5ass5al

“HF 1'.5.5, 5AS5AY (CVE 16) -- "The Frincess’

"I do not expcet anysoudy except oy shipmates to see the
"Princess" a3z I do. I am not going to knogk your hae off and
yell at you to sctand ar artention as her short, hippy lines come
inte view. I'm not #ven sure she's a lady, in spite of her

name. ..

"Uhe doesn't even act ¢ourageaus when zhe ix in danger. She
iz rthin-skinned and can't rake it. She just turns around and
cun% a3 fast as she can. which 1sn'c very fast. She was never
built speed. And she is always lcooking for escorts, a lot of the

time unsuccessfully

“Te the Byreau of Ships she's a three-letter symbel meaning o

k

tittle Eflag-top. To her cificers and crew --- she i3 home.’

Thus fondly the ficst navigater of the USS KASSAU, Cowsander
Kenneth D, MeCracken, of Chicago, Illinola, described his ship in
nis book, Baby Flattop, which Llzmortalized this vessel a3 "Tha

Princess.’
HOW SHE GREW

The USS HA55all comes af humble origin. The hull of the ship
was builc by the Seattie-Tacoma Shipbuilding Corporeticm in May
of 1942, She was originally destined to becowme a mecchankt

vessel. Caught up in the nation's frantiec effarta toe rcroduce
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carriers in large numbers, she was towed shortly thereafter o
the Puget Sound Navy Yard in Bremerton. Wwashington. There work
waa begun to convert her into an ACY, the symbol then in use to

denote an auxilliary carrier.

By the time work had begun in the cenversion, & few officers
had been asaigned to the NASSAU. They wearly set up temporary
offices in rhe Navy Yard. The first draft of one hundred
thirty-five enlisted men agsigned to the MNASSAU arrived in
Bremerton from San Diceo in late June, followed shortly in early
July by another draft of two hundred. Among the ship‘s eriginal
crew were more than one hundred survivors of the old aircraft
carcier LEXINGTON, all of them key personnel. Thias ezperienced
nuclear group expedited the training of the remainder of the creaw
with a speed and thoroughness not otherwise possible. Untll late
in Agpgust, the men were gquarcered ashore in the Navy Yard

barracks.

Farly in August, the YA55Al!! was floated in  her dry-dock. On
the twentieth of that month, she was officlally cogmissioned
under the command of Captain {now Rear Admiral) Austin K. Dovle,
USN, of Pensacoia, Florida. Ceremonies were simele. A1l of the
ahip's assigned crew %2arched aboard; the ship was turned ovar to
Captain Doyle; the cozmission pennant was hoiated; and werk was
resumed by the two thousand workmen then e#ngaged 1n the project.
Less than two weeks later, as soon as living spaces were
habitable and wmost of the work had been somevhatr reduced, the

nfficers and men moved abpard the ship.



The first trial run of the HA5S4U was wmade Septesber 19,
1942, Thia vas followed three days later by a second ryn of two
days. From the twenry-third until the thircieth of September,
life was indeed hectic for all those aboard. A multipliecity of
details clazered for attencion: ammunition had to be lpaded, fuel
raken abeard, steres and provisiona loaded, cthe ship given
protection against magnetic mines. This was followed by £light

oparations and skryctoral firing tests.

Although there were many of the wise old hands who shook
their heads dubiocusly over che NASSAU's readiness for gea, Che

exigencies of the rime would permit ne more preparatien.
oY TO THE SOUTH PACIFIC

On the afternoon of October 7, 1942, the USS NASSAlD departed
Port Angeles, Washingtonr, steaming toward San Francisco. She was
escorted by the US3 BROQES (APD 19), who was relieved the
following day by the USS BAREKER (DD 213), NYine fighrers of the
VASSAL's aquadron, VGS 16, wvere taken aboard in Washington; the
repainder, twelve torpede planes, were picked up in San Francisce
upon her arrival there on October 10. Four days were spent st the
Naval Air Station at Alameda, loading aireraft and cargo feor
trangsportatien ta Pearl Harbor. Because of the capacity load, =no

flight oparations could be copducced enrouta.

Task Group 9.7, composed of the NASSAU, USS LITTYRAWE (AEKY 1)
and US5 BARKER, with Captain Doyle @s Group Commander, departed

San Francisco on Dctaber 14, and reached Pearl Harber on the



20th. There the aircraft, carried as cargo, were reloved and some
minor repairs and installations were effecred. After having once
more taken aboard aircraft for ferrying and haviag embarked
passengers. the NASSAU was again ready for sea. Sailing from
Pearl Harbor on October 27, she arrived at Palmyra Island three
days later, where she was Cto rendezvous with the KITTYHAWE and
the USS5 DALE (DD 353) to form Task Group 2.4, Upon her arrival,
the YASSAU learned that the KITTYHAWY had encountered a delay in
loading at Palmyra. Accordingly. as Task Unjc 2.4.1. cthe KASSAU

proceeded independently to Noumea, Hew Caledonia.

This voymge was one long to be remembered by those who were

taken abeard.

For a vessel of the NASSAU's «ctype to proceed wunescorted
through waters known to be the =acene ot Japanese submarine
sctivity was risky, at best. She was steaming into an area
enrtirely new to a great wmajority of her crew. All hands felt
auch more comfortable, then, when the NASSAU anchored ip the Eay
at MNougea on MNovember B8, after what turned out ¢to be an

uneventful vovage.

With the NASSAU aa senior ship, Task Group 656.3, composed ot
the NASSAU, USS MAURY (DD 40%t), USS STACK (0D 406) end 3§ DEL
ARAZIL, got underway from Noumea on November 9, headed for
fgpiritu Santo Island in the New Hebrides. Prior to getting
underway, six of the Fighter aircraft were launched so that the
NASSAU might be sufficiently disburdened for launching the

remginder of her aircraft. on Armistice Day of 1942,



thirry-seven aircraft were launched: twenty SBED's, twelve TBF's
and Five P-40's. These planes flew to Espiritu Sante Island, then
on ta Guadalcanal, in the Splomons., There they sarticipated in
the battle fouzht off Guadalcanal on November 12-15, Shortly
after launching these planes, Task Croup 6.3 anchored in Segond

Channel in Espirfitu Sanco.

While the ¥45S5SAl was uanchored at Espiritu Santo, shea cook
along two sguadrons Tty 72 and YT &. They were koth survivars of

carriers recently sufk in ¢tlaet action hy the Japanesze.

Although the United trates' war with Japan was aboutr 0 enter
its second year, the situyation AN the Pacific waa grave. Naval
nebivitcy was necessarily -imited by an inadequacy of practically
averything except fervent iesire to Eight. The YA55Aa0 lay &t
anchor in Espiritu tor 4 week before being given an asppartunily
to operate, In company «ith the AYLWIN (DD 355) and the RESSELI
(pD 4la), she departed fspirity to steam to Noumea on November

i9.

While eprounte, flight operations for rontine anti-submarine
patrols were conducted daily. On the morning of November 23, the

group anchored 1in the bay at Nouees.

Except for =sporadnc flight operations, on Noveanber 30,
December 5,5,8,12.i3 and 22, the YAS5AU was vesigned te one of
the @aat difficule tasks which confrent men in war-tioe:
waiting. Recreation facilities at Ngumea were sgcanty at that

rize. 4 large part of this peried, it was necessacy tra be in an



alert condition because of the possibility of enemy air atrracks.
The, too, the clisate was not exactly the most comfortakble in che
world. Flight oparations were conducted inside the reef which
guarded the entrance of the bay, because of a lar-': of escorts for

plane guards.

During this trying Lime, however, two events took place which
did perve to make life mare interesting. Vice Admiral {(now
Admirnl) William F. Halsey, Jr., USN, cthen Commander of 5Scuth
Pacific Forces, came aboard the NASSAL on Deceaber 23, for a
short visit. His purpose in coming aboard wvas two—-fold: teo
inspect the ship and to present citationa to several fliers of
the KASSAU's squadron for gallantry in action when their previous
carriers were sunk, The presentations were made by Admiral

Halsey in simple ceremonies on the forward ¢levatar.

Moreover, an admiral ceme aboard to make the HASS5AU0 his
flagship, Rear Admiral Charles P. Mason, Commander of Task Force
65, established on the NASSAU whar was the first flag
headquartersed on any escort carrier. Having a flag aboard
pecesgitated certain changes §n the ship's structure., With the
aid of a Few Seabees and a couvple of welding machines, the
YASSAU's sghipfitters built two slx-men bunk rooms [orward,

directly beneath the flight deck, for warrant officers.

A flag plot was constructed in the seme area, The NASSAU’s
bridge 2lgso came 1n for alterations, A Flag shelter was built
inside the mast structure; the platfcrm estension behind the mast

was enlarged; and the after range-finder was removed te make rocm
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for a flag hridge.

At noon on Decewber 27, Task Force 65 salled from Noumea. The
force consisted of the NASSAU (flagship), USS ALTAMARA (CYE-18),
1SS ST. LOUIS (CL 49), HMNZS ACHILLES, USS NICHOLAS (DD 449}, USS
MeCALLA (DD 488). USS CRaVEN (DD 332), 1USS MCCALL (DD 400).
Furoute to Espiritu Sanre Island, the %A55AU and the ALTAMAHA
rotated the duty of maintaining a cohtinuaus anti-submarine
patrol during daylight hours. Task Force 8% anchored 1in  Segond

Channel at Espiritu Santo on the afternocen of December 0.

Kew Year's Day, 1943, found the NASSAU and the other vressels
of Task Farce 65 playing the old game of waiting, lying at anchor
in Espiritu instead of at Youmea. For a veek all ships stood hy
under a conditicon of readiness of two hours. Finally, on January
7. they ware on the zove again, this time to rendezvous with Task
Croup 66.7 well te the narthwest of the Fiji Islaods. Thelr
misslon was to escort the USS MINNEAPOLIS (CA 36) and USS
PENSACOLA (CA 24), which had been recently dasaged by eneoy

action, to Suvae in the Fiji Islands.,

The NASSAU (Elagship), these two cruisers, the ALTAMAHA,
MCALLA, USS WOODWORTH (DD 460), USS BUCHANAN (DD 484), USS
CUMMINGS (DD 365), USS STACK (DD 406} AND USS VIREQ (AT 144&)
comprised the Task Force. 0On the second day at sea, the
MINNEAPOLIS, towed by the VIREO and escorted by the WOODWORTH and
BUCHANAN, was forced to turn back to Eapiritu Santo because of
snlt water in her turbine generator., <Continouwous anti-submarine

patrols were maintained by the ¥AS55A0 and ALTAMAHA around the
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Task Force.

Rendezvoum with Task Group 66.7 was effected early on January
10, and the USS NEW MEXICO (BB 40), USS MISSISSIPPI (BB &1), USS
MARYLAND (BB 46), USS COLORADC (BB 45), USS HULL (DD 350}, USS
MONAGHAK (DD 354) and L[S5 FARRAGUT (DD 348) were added to the
force. Command of Task Force 65 was shifted to Vice Admiral H.F.
Loery an the NEW MEXICC. On the following day additionael changes
in the formation took place, the PENSACOLA and her escorts
dropped out, and che COLORADO and her escorts also leaving
because of the COLORAPO's engine trouble. The latter group
rejoined the formation on January 12. Just before force anchored
in the bay at Nadi, in the Fiji's, on January 13, cthe NEW MEXICO
and M1SSISSIPPI were detached and command of Task Force 65 was

agnce more transferred to Admiral Maszon aboard the NASSAU.

Again the NASSAU had a siege of waiting. From January 13
until February & ¢the ship was &anchored at Nadi, with only twe
days of flight operationa for VGS 16 on January 18 and 19. Prior
to February &, ¥F 72, VGS 16 and VT & were disembarked. Qo that
date, the NASSAU embarked on ancother unescorted run, this Ctime
back to Pearl Harbor. Zven this, hkowever, was preferable to
enforced idleness. The NASSA4U arrived at Pearl Harbor eight days
later, and then spent a week In the Pearl! Harbor Nary Yard,

undergaing repairs and installecions.
THE SUEBMARINE PLAGUE

The afterncon of February 21 saw the NASSAU again underway,
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this time tao transpert personnel, aircraft and equipment of

Marine Alr Group Z1 to Espiriru Santo. The US55 STERETT (DD 407)

wds EsSCOTE.

The crip to Egpiritu was undoubtediy the most exciting of all

the HAS3AU's trapsporct TURS.

&t noon on the Z4ach, Cae STERETT reported an underwater aound
contact astern of the yas55al, possibly a contact with a
submarine., The NA55AL immediately went to Generel Quarters,
increased spead and beaan 2 saries of radical changes in course.
The STERETT, remaining behind 1in a screening position, dropped
three depth charges. Being then unable to rTegaln contact, the

STERETT resumed her position ahead of the NASSAL.

Av about the same time, three days jacter, the STERETT =gain
sicked up a sound conlact, {n the same approximate relative
pusition, astern of the wa554l0. General Quarters, an incraase in
speed and radical maneuvering folloved in short order. And Bsgain
the seund cantact was losl. The following dar, February 27.
precisely the same thing occurred. Once wore, the STERETT

yearched astern of the YaASSAlU, buk in rvain.

This procedure was not exactly conductive to quist narves oa
the part of the crew of cither ship. It seemed that the task
unit w«as being shadowed by a submerine, Dbut by & wairasculously

elysive one. And the excitement was not yet ended.

(in Februacty 28 the STEREIT picked wup the same aound contact

shortly hbefore noon. The same procedure followed: General



Quarters, increased speed, radical wmanevvering. The contact was
logr. At 1500 it was regained. Back to General Quarters. The
contact was lost. At 1730 it was regalned. Still more General
Quarters -~ byt ne submarine. By this time, all hands were
wishing for a submarine, instead of whatever was giving them such

a hactlc cruise.

Twice on March Z, the STERETT picked wp the so0und contact
srill with ne success in holding it. When the NASSAU anchored in
Segond Chennel at Espiritu Santo on the following day, after
having catapulted all :he marine aircraft, great sighs of rellief

were heard on all sidexs.

The Aerology Officer was still unhappy. He took his troubles
te Lthe Ezecutive Officer. It seems that cthe aerolugicﬁl
laboratery had lent him a bathythermograph t¢ take readings on
the voyage back to Espiritu Sante, but he had met with no
BEUCCESS. fle complained that each time he had the
bathythermograph in the water, ready to take resdings, General
Quarters were sounded. Ams a result, he had to stop to go to his
bartle statian. The Frecutive Officer quizzed his carefully.
Peculiarly enough, the times of trailing the becthytherEcgraph on
a long cable aft of the ship coincided ezactly with the times of
the sound c¢ontaces which had plagued cthe entire ¢ruise from Pearl
Harbor. The mystery was explained: the bathythermograph, then,
had bean the “sybmarine.” The Aerologist's face was, to put it

mildiy, red!



BACK TO THE STATES

Underway agaln on March 10, the YASSAL headed for Fearl
Harbar, escorred 2y the [55 LAKSDOWNE (DD 486). Since rhe
derologist's bharhythermesraph was securely locked wup, the trip
was a gquiet yne. Sevan days larer che ¥ASSAU was mogred at the
Yayzl Afr Sration at Pz2arl  Harbor, unloading oil, aviaticn
gasoline and wgwmmunition, and taking on freight mail and
pussengers for San Francisce. On March 21, che NASSAU and
LANSDOWNE were again at sea. En route to 3an Franclsco, arriving

there on ™March 27.

The NASSAU spent seventcen days at San Francisco receiring
some badly needed overhaul. On April 13, she began her firset
vrip ta San Uiego. The N&3SAU vremained in San Diego for thres
days afrer her artival on April 14, before geing out for

extensive flight eoperations and tralning purposes.
THE ATTY CAMPAIGH

At this time, preparations were being made for the Aleéutians
casmpaign which resulted in the recapture of Attu and subsequently
of other Alewtian Islands. Extreme secrecy of something waa
evidently in the air: "scuttle-butt” flew thick and fast since it
was necessary to take aboard an ample supply of cold-weather gear
and since this added fuel to the flames of rumaor. The Captain
allowed hizmeelf to be seen studying maps of the North Atlantic.
This bit of "red herring” on his part served to allay the

suspicions of zany, Srill, afrer the NASSAU had trained off the



West Coastr from April 17 to 22, Speculation was greacly
increased. Accordingly, the ship made & quick ¢trip inta San
Piego on the evening of April 22 ang lefr early the next morning,

wlth no gne having gone ashore.

On April 23, then, the NASSAU, the AYLWIN and WILLIAMEQN {DD
244) lefr San  Diega séeaming For Alaska. On the same day this
group fell in with che PESNSYLYANIA (BB 38} and her escorts to
meke up Task Group 51.1. Two days later a rendezvous was made

with four troop-laden transports and their destroyer screen.

It was on this trip that the engineering plant of the NASSAD
suddenly developed difficulties which would ordinarily bhave
required extensive navy yard availabiliry for repair. Under the
leadership of the Chief Engineer, Lieut. {now Lieut. Comdr.)
Leslie W. Rivard, USYR, of Allen Park, Michigan, the repairs were
effected while the ship maintained her position in formation.
For this Feat, all officers and men of the Engineering Department

were commended by Commander Air Feorces, Pacific Fleet.

On the last day of April, Task Group 51.1 anchored in the
hartor at Cold Bay, Alaska. It sailed from Cold Bay on May 4,

bound for Actu.

This expedition was a memocrable one. The weather was cold,
the seas rough. Then, too, there were a nusber of "firgses" which

the NASSAU chalked up during the Aleutians campaign.

By virtue of her participation therein, she became the first

escort carrier to sail e Alaskan waters; the first to operate



aircraft in rhat artea; and the first ascore carrier b

participate in an amphibiaqus landing.

At dawn on D-Cay, Yay 11, the NASS5AU and her scregn wers
about ten miles cast af Arcu. In sSpite of heavy fog and resultant
poor visibility and light, she launched three flights of fighrers
that day. Each time a grocup retyrned to the ship, they were
literally “sweated” aboard bty all who were watching. Some pilots
ceported they cuuld not see the ship until they came down to the
laya]l of the top of the ship's mast. The Landing Signal Officer,
Lieut. Rotla 3. Lemmon, USY, (subsequently lest in action while

leading his own sguadron} was indeed busy those daysa.

Despite adverse weather conditions, the NASSAU's Compoaite
Squadron 21 continued to support the ground trogops by strafing
and bombing from May 11 shrough May 20. On only three of thoge
dJavs were no flight operaciaons conducted, and then because of the
fogs having completely closed in all targets on the island.
Quring the first six days of operations, elght plapes wereée lost,

three of whose pilots were recovered.

These lossasz and the courageous work of the pilots dinspired
the following message to the NASSAU on May 17 from Rear Admiral

Rockwell, Commander of Task Force 51:

"SHARE Y{OUR RECRET FDR PILOT LOSSES X MY PERSONAL ADNIRATION
FOR HEROIC WORK OF YOUR PILOTS X YOU HAVE EVERY REASON TO BE
PROUD OF YASSAU PERFORMANCE 4ND HAVE FILLED A VERY VYITAL GAP

DURING BRIEF INTERVALS WHEN HOLTZ BAY WwAS OPEN WHILE ARHY AIR
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UNABLE REACH THIS AREA AND OUR TROQPS IN CRITICAL POSITION SIGNED

ROCRWELL X"

A total of 111 wmissions were f{lown by pilats of ¥C 21. All
members of the squ;dron were subsequently given citatians for
their achievements. Two officers of the ship’'s company were alse
given personal commendations by sdmiral Rackwell: Lieut. Coodr.
(now Commander) Howard E. Born, UsY, of Long Island, Neaw York,
who directed Elight operatiens as Air Officer; and Lieut. (now
Lieyr. Comdr.) John a. Adair, USNR, of Mobile, Alabsma, who was
Communications OFfficer. When fleet ¢ommunications were about TO
break down, the ¥A5SAU's Communications Department, under Lieut.
Adalr's supervision, took over the job of relaying wmessages ¢to

all unita, with grear success,

¥Yone aboard the 5ASSAU felt a tinge of regret when the ship
was ordered to Adak with her screen an May 20. When the group
arvived off Adak late on the following day, it was directad Lo
rendezvous norcheast of Adak the morning of May 22 with the
PENNSYLVANIA and other ships of Task Force 51. The formation
proceeded through Amukta FPass and returoed to the United States,

the NASSAU reaching San Diego on the morning of May 31.

Lare in the Attu Campalgn, provisious aboavrd tha NASSAU
became low. Ostensibly ample stores had been taken aboard in the
States prior to har departure, but the appetites of officers and
men while up norch exceeded all expectations., In fact, hardly a
man aboard did not put on considerable weight as a result of

hearty eating. During the last two weeks prior to the ship's

- 30 -



arrival in San Dlego, however, all hands were treated to a meat
dier of ham and s well-known meat product whose name is anathema
tc most men who have been overseas. 5till, as may have already

been suspacted, no one suffered.
"JEEPERS CREFPERS"

One NASSALU institution which cannot be left wunpoticed is

"Jeepers Creepars’.

Thig euphonicus title was applied tc & time=honored SOC
airplane whi¢h was carried aboard during the firat year of the
ship's histery. Whenever there were any short urility ¢trips to
be made, Jeepers Creepers was always readry. She was wusually
flowvn by the Air Qfficer. Any time she c¢limbed proudly into the
air, more slowly than mest but with just as much dignity as any,
was an occasion for enthusiastic cheering by the crew. It is not
knpwn what became of J.5. One iconeclast who dared suggesat she
had been turned in for scrap was almost thrown overboard by irate
friends of hers. If she did pass on to her veward, her many

friends sincerely hoped that hers would be a fitting one.

THE NASSAU GDES TD AUSTRALIA

The NASSAU remained in San Diego for a week before leaving on
June 7 vo steam ta San Francisco. There, she loaded 45 Aray
P=38"'z, plus some <carge, and departed on June 12 for Brisbane,
Australia. On this long trip, eighteen steaming days, the NASSAD
again travellaed unescorted. As an Incidencal part of the voyage,

she took continucus scundings of the occean's depth each day,



which flgures scon appeared on 8ll Hydrographic Office maps of

that part of the Pacific Ocean.

On the first day of July, the NASSAD arrived in EBrisbane.
Thigs was the first time a carrier of any ¢type had entered rche
harbar of this Auatrelian city, The harker, in fact, was not
equipped for accommodating ships of her size. All hards who were
ther aboard still remember how she fairly crept up the channel,
with scant inches of water depth to spare, and with mud flats on

agicher slde so claxe they seemed almost te brush the sides of the

Ehiﬂa

The NASSAU's stay in Brisbane was short. On July 13, she

departed Brishane and proceeded to Noumea, New Caledonia.

HMAS STUART escorted her for twenty—four hours, then retvurned
to Brisbane. Upon her arrival in Youmea on July &, the NASSAU was
iocaded with passengers, a few Army C-47's and a large assortment
of scrap material to be transported to San Diego. On July @, the
NASSAU, USS PRINCE WILLIAM {CYE 31) and USS5 MONTGOMERY (DM 17)
left Noumes on the return trip to the Statea, Later on the saae
day, the NASSAU left the formation and proceeded alone. Before
reaching the States, the ¥ASSAU was diverted to San Franciace,
where she arrived on July 23, Upon entering San Fremclsco Bar,
she was direcred ro proceed to the Mare Island Nary TYard for

extensive overhaul.
QUALIFYIXG DUTY

On Auguat 26, after having conducted post-repair trial runa



in the San Francisco Bay reglon fellowing completion of her Havy
Yard avallabilicy, the NASSAU left eonce agasin for San Diego.
There, on Septecher 1, she began a series of qualifrying and
training crulses out of San Diegec. This period of duty was
perhaps the crew's favorite of all the NAS3AU's assignments.
Short training cruises of a few days' duration were regularly
rotated with stays in Sar Diego of an equal length. Suckh cruises

were made Septesmber 1-4, -9, 13-16, and 19-23.

The man whoe had taken the NASSAU well through her first year
of duty in the Pacific Fleet, Captain Doyle, vas relieved of the
command of the ship bty Captain (now Commodore} Stanley J,
Michael, USN, of Washington D.C., on September 16. In honor eof
this occasion, a long-to-be-remembered ship's party was held in
Sen Diego on two consecutive nights, 1im order that all hands

might kave an opportunity to attend.
SAMOA-BOUND

At the conclusion of the last ctraining period, the NASSAD
returned to San Diego on September 23. After two days of loading
provisions and fuwel, plus taking aboard officers, enlisted
personnel and planes of Marine Air Group 31, the NASSAU aailed
for Samoa. As was becoming the custom by this time, she went
alone. On the day of her arrival in Pago Pago Harbor, October 6,
half the planes were catapulted from the ship while ghe was
moored at the Naval Station Pier. The remainder were similarly

unloaded the next day.
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NASSAU officers and men had anticlipated being able to do some
shrewd bargaining with the Samoan natives {or assorrments of
souvenirs. The business acumen, the ability ro drive a hard
bargain picked up by the Samcans from considerable ezperience
with Marines and soldiers stood them in good stead. After the
NASSAlIl left Samea on October 8, it was generally conceded that
more men had had the bargaining tables turngd on them than in any
port the YASSAU had previously touched. 3Still, the ship was well

loaded with souvanirs.

Afrer her arrival in San Dilege on October 19, che NASSAU
spent four darys ar the Naval Rapair Base before belng loaded at
the Naval Air Statlion at North Island. She waz girven an
assortment of seventy-elght planes and officers end enlisted
personnel of Marine Fighter Squadron 225 for tramnsporting to
Panrl Harbor. The NASSAU departed San Diags on Octeober 24,

reaching Pearl Harbor on ODctober 30,
THE GILBERTS CAMPAIGN

The flurry of activity at Fearl Harbor indicaced that

something was about to happen scmewhere,

On November 5 and 6 the NASSAU, escorted by USS ALLEN (DD 66)
and USS CHEW (DD 1Q0&), conducted firing tests and flight
vperations in the vicinity of Dahu, returning late on the evening

of the sixth.

On Movember 10, with pilots of ¥YF 1 and twenty-two F&F's

abpard, the NASSAU departed Pearl Harbor with Task Force 52 to
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participate in the capture and occupation of the Gilbert Islends.
The NASSAU's wmission was to tramsport YF 1 and its planes ko
Tarawa, and send theo ashore as 3Foon Aas facilicies were avpilable
for basing them there. Thils was in acecordance with squadron's

primary task, that of & shore-based defensive force for Tarawa.

The invaaion of Tarawa, begun on November 20, did not go of {
a3 planned. The bitter resistance, the murderous arrangement of
Japanese defensive fortifications necesgitaced a change in =any
plans. As a resulet, VF 1 was ordered to <¢onduct combat air
patraols in the vicinity, and to make bombing 2nd strafing runs in

support of the assault troops.

A1l hands taok great pride in the operational racord of the
squadron pilots. Practically all landings mede aboard the NASSAU
tock place with less wind across the deck than was spacified for
the F6F's, This should have resulted ip extensive damage to the
planes. Yet late in the evening of November 25, all of the
twenty-two planes were sent ashore in first-class operating
condition, to be based on Tarawa. ¥YF 1 had flown 106 missions,
had spent 237 hours of flying time {(not including the final
flight to the base) in four days of operation, without loging 3

single plane or pilor.

From Novembar 26 to November 28, the NASSAU cruised inm the
vicinity of the Gilbert Islands, 1in company with Task Group
Division 22 (USS SANGAMON (CVE 26), USS SUWANNEE (CVE 27) and USS
CHENAKGO (CYE 28)). On the latter date, the NASSAU and BARNES

were detached from Task Group 53.6 and ordered ro rejoin Task
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Force 52 to proceed to Pearl Havbor. The Force wasa back in Pear]

Harbor on Degcexber 5.
THE XASSAU TCATAPULTS P-219's

On her next erip the NASSAY achieved anather "first" for her
recaord. Her assignment was ro carry a squadros of Aray Fliars,
with thirty-seven P-39's and chirteen A-24's (Navy SBD's) to the
vicinity of Makin Island 1n the Gilberts grouwp and launch them
for basing on that island. Acgordingly, on Deceaber 8, Task Unit
19.9.3, composed of the NASSAU and USS MILLER (DD 535), departed
Pearl Harbor. These were the first P=-36's to be catapulted froa a
carrier. Alcthough all Army fliers were theroughly ingtrucced in
flying away by catapult while en route to Makin, they seemed a
bit dubious, never having wundergone this experience, Throughout
the day, various pllots could be seen on the flight deck,

standing around the catapult and seratching their heads.

On the night of Decewmber 13, the NASSAU crossed the equator
at the one hundred elghtieth meridian, theraby inducting all her

crew Lnte the Realm of the Golden Dragoen.

Cacapuleing of the 50 Arwy planes took place on the morning
of December 14, when the NAS35AU was about fifey milea from Makin
Ialand. Contrary to what were probably the sceptical expectations
of the Army fliers, all the planes were sent into the ailr without
the slightest ifncidenc. After the P=39 piloea had been
catapulted, they came back to zeom areund the ship with such

guste and enthusisstic abandon chat the NASSAU'sg skipper, Captain
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Michael, warned thew to stay clear of the ship.

The NASSAU returned tao Pearl Harbor on Deceaber 20, and was
given two weaks' respite for overhaul by the ship's force. The
turn of the year found her moored to a Naval Air Statloen pier on
Ford Island, anticipating wmore excitement in the very near
future. Again, tt was obvious that big things weres underwvay, to

judge by the amount of naval activilty at Pearl Harbor.
THE MARSHALLS CAMPAIGN

Two training periods followed shortly. On January 4, 1944
Composite Squadron 66 reported aboard, but left again to fly to
the ship later. Underway on the following day, the NASSAU was
escorted by the [SS HICKOX (DD 673) and USS HUNT (DD 674). On
January 6, V¥C 66 flew saboard fron Pearl Harbor, and flight
aperatioens were conducted until the ship's return to Paarl Harbor
on the seventh., Once more, on January 13, the RASSAU left Pearl
Harbor to exercise with Task Group 52.9, whose flagship was the
rSs  MANILA BAY (CVE-61), These operations continued for five
days, at the conclusion of which time the group returnad to Penmrl

Harbor.

On January 23, the NASSAU, USS NATOMA BAY {CVE=-62), USS5 BLACK
(DD 666) and USS CHAUNCEY (DD 667) proceeded from Pearl Harbor aa
Task Unit 5i.2.5, with Captaln Michael commanding the Unit. This
unit steaged with Task Group 51.2, the Majuro Atell Group, and

provided air cover en route to the Marshall! Islands.

January 31 was D-Day of the Marshall Islands invasion.
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Strikes planned for Majuro were calied off because of the rapid
occupation and possession of that atoll, Instead, VC 6§

continuad it anti-submarine and air combat patralsa.

Trem January 28 to February 21, inclusive, the pllots of VC
66 flew 27 days, all of it being accounted combat flying during

the attack and occupation of the Marshalls.

The NAS53AU's principle duty, as ordered by Cammander of Task
Force 51, was to protect the fleet anchorage in Majuro Lagoon and
rhe surface forces engaged in bombarding the enemy bases at Taraa
and Wotje. The secondary duty of the NASSAL was to assist the
gsurface forces in keeping those airfields neutralized. Fifreen
flying days were spent in the viglnicy of Majuro Atell, flying
anti-submarine and combat air patrols, with occasional search and
photographic missions to the adfacent eneay atolls to the north,
west and south. The anti-submarine patrol, in addition to 1itS&
routine patrol, was kept busy relaying messages Lo surface forcea
over a wide area, taking photographs, keeping track of friendly
fForces, and dropping messAgEed, Fhetograghs and plana on

flagships.

Eight flying days were spent in the vicinity of Maloelap and
Wotje Atolls, flying anti-submarine patrols and combat air
patrols around cruiser and battleship task groups shelling the
airfield. Both fighter and torpedo pllots spotced for  heavy
bombardment on several days when it was too rough for launching
stout observarien planes. They were commended saveral times for

the excelilence of their work.
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One fighter pilet was forced down inside the lagoon at Taroca
Atol]l when enemy anti-aircraft fire struck his engine. He was
rescued an hour and a haif later by an 0S2U dispatched fraom the
SALT LAKE CITY {(Ca 25). This =cout plane made a <courageous
landing inside the lagoon, picked unp the pilot and calmly flew
away. The astonishment of the Japanese on the heach ¢ndoubtedly

added to their poor marksmanship.

A total of 487 c¢ombar sorties were flown by ¥C 66 pllets,
involving 1477.6 combatr hours of Elylng. Two planes, one pilet
and two crewmen were lost; one of these planes and the personnel

vere lost en route to the Marshalls,

On February 23, the NASSAU transferred to the NATOMA BAY all
her planes that were in first-class candition and took aboard the
NATOMA BAY's damaged planes. On the fellowing dey, seventeen
Japanese prisoners were received aboerd for transpertation to
Pearl Harbar. Early mwmorning aof Febrvary 25 =aw the NASSAU
underway from Majure Ateoll, escorted by the USS5 O'BRANNON (DD
450), The next day, the KASSAU effected rendezvous with Carrier
Division 22 and its escorts for the return trip to Pearl Harbor,

which the group reached on March 3.

Escorted by the USS WATERMAN (DE 740), the NASSAU left Pearl
Harbor once more on March 6, after having been loaded with planes
and passengers bound for various atolls in Ethe Marghalla and
Gilberts, 5ix days later, the N4SSAU catapulted twelve planes of

¥S 52, whose destination was Rei, and six planes of Marine
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Fighting Squadron 13, bound for Majuro via Roi. Then began a
series of dodgings in and out of various lagoon anchorages to
disembark passengers and freight, and to take aboard pmasengers

bound feor Pearl Harbor.

FirsL, oo Marah 12 the NASSALU arrived in KEwajaleln, departing
rhe following day. On March 14, she steamed lnte Majuro Lagoon,
anchored to transact her business, and get underway six hours
tater. The afternoen of March 15 found her at ancher Just of
Tarawa Atoll, loaded passengers and freight, and was again
underway late in the afterncon of the same day. She arrived at

Pearl Harbor on March 23.

Erighter things were in store there for the NASSAU. She was

hastily loaded and sent on her way on Narch 26 ta S5an Franciaco.

Cpon her arrival in San Franclsco, sha was unloaded at the
Alameda Naval Air Statiocn and sent to the Mare Island Navy Tard

far a3 month's availabllicy.

On 4pril 15, Captain Michael was relieved a=m Commanding

Qfficer by Captain Norman W. Ellis, SN, of Scr. Leuls, Missouri.
THRE YA5SAU JOINS THE CARRIER TRANSPORT SQUADRON

Nuring her stay in the Mare {sland Navy Yard, the NASSAU wan
transferred to the contrel of Rear Adaoliral Samuel P. Gloder,
Commander of <Carrier Transport 3Squadron, Pacific Fleet. The task
assigned ro the escort carriers of this group waa to transport

aircraft and flight personnel to various parts of the Pacific
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Dgcean Ares, wherever they might be needed. This marked the end
0of the NASSAU'= days as an operating carcier. Yet the gloomy few
who predicted an end had come for her days of vsefulness were

subsequently shown to bhe far in the wrong.
FERRYING TO NEW GUINEA

First assignment far the KASSAU as a part of ComCarTransRen's
fleet was 8 ferry trip to Finschhavern, New Gufnea. She departed
San Francisco on May 5, carrying fifty-one Army ailrcraft and a
capacity lead of passengers. The load of aircraft included four

P-61's and four A-25°'s. These were reported to be the firsc of

their respective types to be sent to the South Wesat Pacific.

Arriving in Dreger Harbor at Finschhaven on May 23, the
NASSAL spent two days in unloeding her passengers and cargo and
in taking aboard over-age aircrafrt and pazsenger=s for return to
the States. She left Finsehhaven on May 25, bound for San Diego,

and arrived there on June 12.

In San Diego, the HNASSAU found =till more aircraft to he

moved.

Officer and ealisted personnel of Marine Fighter Squedron 314
and of Marine Scout Bombing Squadron 333 were embarked, as were
alxty-seven aircrafc. ©On June 18, the NASSAU headed for Pearl
Harbor. Most of the first day of this trip was spent eon the
tactical data range north of San Diego, making c¢alibrationm tesc
runs, before setting course for Pearl Harbor. All passengers were

disembarked when the NASSAU reached Pearl Harbor an  June 24, and



the afficer and enlisted personnel of VMF 312 and VMSE 133 caae

ahoard.

In the afterncon of June 25, the NASSAU designated as Task

Unit 19.8.6, lefr Pearl Harbor en rFoute to Esplrite Santa,
THE RECREATIONAL PROBLEM

On these cransport runs, all available possenger space was
filled, and recreation was a bhighly impartant itesm. Loaded aa
she was, the NAS3AU had lictle roocm on her hanger deck or Flight
deck for organized antertainment. Much of the ¢redit for making
these voyages as pleasant as possible for crew and passengers was
due ¢o the indefarigable efforts of Chaplain Herbert R. Smith,

USNR, of Attleboro. Massachusetts.

Movies were shown across the forward elevater ac hangar deck
level or on the forward end of the hanger deck each evening.
Progrems and boxing matches were presented as often as possible.
A long series of quiz <ontests, featuring teaws fFfrom gll
divisions ofF the ship, as well 83 from the passengers and the
ship'a officers, proved to be entertaining. Another of tha
Chaplain's inaugrations vaz the daily neon broadecast, orer the
ship's loudspeaker system, of the latest news as copied by radio
operators detalled for cthe job, Volleyball apnd basketball
tournaments on the forward and after elevators asroused much

interesr.

The Chaplain's efforts were appreciated by all. One of the

flrst questions invariably asked of c¢rew nmembers by former
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passengers when they met was “"Ig Chaplain Smith Still Aboard?”

The MASSAU =arrived at Espiritu Sante on July &, Three days
were required to unload and complete return leoading. On July 9,
then, the Xa5SAU sailed for San Diego. Ten days later, she was
diverted from her route to proceed to Port Hueneme, north of Los
Angeles, for unloading the aircraft brought ba¢k from Espiritu
Santa., O0n July 23, cthe NASSAU arrived at Port Hueneme and
anchored of f Point Mugu, to find that she was the first carrier
to have put in af this debarkation point. On the night of the
fallowing day, having pur off her aircraékt, the NASSAU sceamed

voward San Diego, reaching port on July 25.

The NASS5AU was given a ten-day availability at the Noval
Repair Base in San Diego. Completing her avallability ahead of
schedule, she left San Diego on August 5, headed for Gan
Francisco. At the Alameda Naval Air Station, she was quickly

loaded and dispatched to Pearl Harbor on August 9.
ADMIRAL™S TNSPECTION

Relatively few of the NASSAU's ocfficers and men had ever
undergone the Navy's riger of rigors: an Admiral's Inspectton.
They were about to he indoctrinated in this respect. On the trip
to Pearl Hsrboer, each day was spent in s¢rubbing, paiating,
preening the ship's interior wntll it fairly glowed. Throughout
officers' quarters, divisian officers could be heard in their
rooms, pracricing for the inspection. The maneuver of bringing

their divisions to sttention and leading them in & hand salute to
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the admirual! «hen he made his perscnnal inspection was
particularly important. It was not uncommon, then, to hear such
acpoloques az "R Division or Second Division: Haaaand SaLUTE!

Gooed Meorning, Admiral -- TwOt!"

On August 13 the NASSAU arrived in Pearl Harbor. Three darvs
later, Reatr Admiral Ginder and his staff came ahcard to inspect
the c¢rew and the ship. Contrary to the apprehensions of the mare
timorous, 0o heads were bitttan off. The inspecrion lasred
several hours; it was thorough: some of the division officers
muffled their lines which they had studied so assidously. Yet
all those for whom this was the first of such inspections agreei

they had over-estimated the gravicy of the situvacion.

The NASSAU celebrared her second birthday in Pearl Harber on
August 20. The following day, operating as senior ship of Task
Unit 30.8.12, she proceeded in company with cthe USS5 STEAMER BAY

(C¥E 87) to Seeadler Harbor ar Manus {3land, in the Admiralties,
THE CARRIER BERIND THE CARRIERS BEHIND THE FLANKES

Upon her arrival at Seeadler Harbor on Septeaber 1, the
BASSAY reporred ro Commander of Task Group 30.8 for duty. Thus
began her tour of duty with Admiral Ralsey's Third Fleet, which
was to ®ake unprecedented naval history in the following months.
The NASSAU’s mission was to operate out of the Admiralties with
ather escort carriers to provide replaceamnt aircraft and pilets
far the «carriers of Task Force 318. Proceeding in company with

ailer groups, which supplied the ships of Task Force 38 with fuel
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at sea, the NAS5AU made three cruises into the Western Pacific
with new planes and pileots. She brought back to the Admiralties
over-age aircraft to be further transported for recondicioning

either in Pearl Harbor or in the States.

The nert two months were not soon to be (orgotten by the
NASSAI. The heat of the climste §n this area was the worst the
ship had encountered: sleeping conditions below decks were far
from desirable. Morning General Quarters, held an hour befere
sunrise, came practically in the wmiddle of che night. {"But
rhat's alright.” observed one member of the crew. "It's too hot
down below to sleep anyway.") Much of what went on during these
cruises was interesting. At least for s few days, the NASSAU wvas
priviledged to operste in company with the mightiest aggregatioan

of naval might in historry.

The first of these replacement runs was begun on September 6.
The NASSAU left Manus with the USS SARGENT BAY (CVE 83), the
STEAMER BAY, three oilers anéd &a screen of four destroyer
escorts., Three days later, this group met four carriers of Task
Group 38.4 two hundred miles east of Angeaur Island, in the
Palaus. The NASSAU transferred four pilets by destroyer and
lavnched ten maircraft to these ships, while the oflers r;fuelad
thewa, Thus the ship paerticipated in the practice af carrying to
the major war vessels the supplies they needed to atay at ses
indefinitely as part of rthe system later referred te by Admiral

Chester W. Nimitz es the Navy's "secret weapon™.

This and subsequent rendazvous vare gsufficiently
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characterizad by an old-tiper aboard the NASSAU:

"peminds me of a peddler traveling through the <country to
<81l his wares ta the farmers. He says, ' I've got such-and-such

available. What would you like?' The farmers tell him what chey
want, the transacetion is made, and the peddler goes somewvhere

elae to rid himself of more stock."

On September 11, the replacement group met Task Graoups 38,1,
98,2 and 38.3. An entire day was spent In supplying these ships

with fuel o0il, aircrafet and personnel.

The NASSAU launched twenty=-seven airceraft ordered &y tha
carriers of these tagsk groups. Only one incident narrgq an
otherwise perfect day. An lmpatient SB2C broke loose while belag
varmed up, before the <catapult was released, and vant over the
KASSAU's bow inte the water., The pilot was quickly rescued by a

destrover escort, uninjured.

Having successfully completed its wission, the replaceaent
group returned to Maenus to load agaia, arriving there on
September 15. Three daya later, the NASSAU was agailn underway
with more planes, stesoing ia company with Taask Units 30.8.3,
30.8.5., 30.8.7, 30.8.12 (of which unit the NASSAU was senior

ship) and 30.8.16.

The first rendezvous of this second "peddler's run” was made

on September 23. Twenty-nine aircraft plos some pllocs and
aircrewmen were transferred from the HASSAU to Taak Groups 38.1,

38.2 and 38.3, which ships were again given fuel by the tankars
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operating with the RASSAU. Two days later the NASSAU and her Task
Ynit 30.8.12 1lefr the other units to wake contact with the
combatant ascort carriers of Task Force 32. She did net aeet
these carriers ma scheduled on September 27, since they were 165
miles west of her position, but she sentr aix aircraft and
additiqnal replacament personnel ¢to thea. The task unit
thereupon returned to HManus, arriving there on the last day of

Septamber.

The first of these replacement trips had been in support of
the strikes against Palau, the second in sSupport af operations of
Task Force 38 against the southern and central Philippines. A=
Task Force 38 shifted to more northerly targets in the
Philippines and on Formosa, replacement units of necessity sade

longer trips and caee closer to Japanese=-held territory.

On October 4, the NASSAU departed Seeadler Harbor with three
other transport carriers, sir cilers and seven escorts en rouke
to a rendezvous with Task Force 36 at a point approximately 375

pmiles cortheast of Luzen in the Philippines.

A week later, the first contact with Teak Force 3B was made.
Thirty=-four aircraft were catapulted from the NASSAU to {fly to
vyarious carriers Tequesting thewm, Fueling operstions took
considerable time. The carriers of Task Force 38 had to staam
westward into the wind in order to take aboard fuel and to land
aircraft simultaneously. Although the rendezvous waa mede early
well off the coast of Luzon, by lace aftarnocen the distance to

Luzon had been greatly decreased, MNews that all fueling had been
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completed, snd thac the replacement group wvas to reverse (ts

courge was not received until almost 2100.

From that time until early on October 153, the NASSAU and
other units of the replacement group stood by in the seme general
area, awaiting another randezyous with Task Force 38 fellowing
its strikes on formesa. On the latter date, contact was nade

again with Task Groups 38.2 and 38.3.

October 13 was the most hectic day of this entire period. To
begin with, the leaunching of alrcraft was Dbegun late in thea day,
shortly before sunset, because of delays encountered in
refueling. The NAS5AU launched seventeen aircraft, Then, eleven
"duds" (over=-age aircraft) were landed aboard, siz of them ifter
dark. The last one was an S5B2C., The Landing Signal Officer,
Lieut. {jg.} James &. Bricketr, Jr., USHNR, of ¥Newtonrille,
Massachugetts, had never before brought aboard a “"Beast,"” as the
Helldiver is sometimes called. Undaunted, he waved his paddles
furiously and a successful landing was made. Later that night,
three destroyers came alongside in repid succession to receire
the plilots of Task Force 38 who had flown the “duds"™ aboard.
With only Flashlights to aid in this wmeoeuver, breeches buors

were rigged and the pilots were hauled over to the destroyera.

The next morning, two torpedo planes were launched to fly ta
Pelelin Taland in the Palaus, in accordance with Admiral Halsey's
orders, Piloted by two volunteers from among the NASSAU's
replacemant group, these planes' wisaion was ¢ (carry war

Covrespondent Bill Baldwin and phatographic intelligence material
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of Task Force 38 operation over Formosa and the Philippines. This
materisl had been transferred by a destroyer to the NASSAU on the
preceading night, when Correspondent Baldwin had alsa come

aboard.

The NASS5AU and others of her units agaln reached HManus on
October 20, After discharging the over-age aircraft and loading
new planes, the NASSAU's Tesk Unit 30.8.12 proceeded on its last
replacement trip. This cruise was prosalc in comparison with the
others. The unit proceeded to Ulithi Atoll, in ¢the Caroline
Islands, and there met Task Groups 38.1 and 35.3 on October 28.
There, seventy asircraft and forty=three pilots were transferrad

from the HASSAU ro Tagk Force 38 carriers.

On November 5, Task Unit 12.6.1, compomed of the NASSAU, USS
TENKESSEE (BR 43}, USS STERMAN BAY, USS HULLﬁHDT (DD 528), USS
BIALE {DD 471) and USS BACHE (DD 470}, sailed for Pearl Harbor,
The unit arrived 4in Fearl Harbor on November 16, and two days
later the NASSAll was dispatched to 5San Diego to return over—age
aircrafr for overhaul. Agong her passengers were three hundred

eighty—two survivors of the ill-fated iight carrier PRINCETCN.

Reaching San Diego on Rovember 25, the NASSAU was moved the
following day to the Raval Repair Base for twelve days' vrard
availability. Upoo completion of this availebility, she was
loaded with ammunition, stores, seventy aircraft, and routed to
Pearl Harbar an December ¢. The NASSAU arrived in Pearl Harber
six davys later. 5he wes then given Air Group 17 as passengers,

and an December 17 was again underway, thia time headed for Guam,
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in the Marianas.

Christmas morning, 1944, was far from "white" for the NASSAU
crew and passengers, The best Christmas present they could ask
for upnder these condigions was given them ar eight in the
morning: an e9coerk. The [S5S MEADE (DD 602), which had come out
from Eniwetok, in the western Marshalls, mat the NASSAU and
accompanied her to Guaz and back as far as Fniwetok., Divine
gervices were held on the WASSAU's forward elevator Christmas
morning. That afternoon all bhands were entertained with a
program directed by Lieur. Charles Farrell, USNR, former motion

picture star, then Personnel Officer far Air Group 17.

While the KASSAU was steanjng uneventfully toward her
destination, other ships of the fleet were not quite S0
fortunate., Some of the CYE's which had relieved the NASSAU's
replenisheent team in the tadk of ferrying planes to the Third
Fleet were caught in a typhoon which resulted in the 1losa of

vital aircrafe,

On December 27 a5 request was received from Commander HNaval
Air Bases, Cuam, asking that their planes be depreaarved and made
ready for flight before the NASSAU's avrrival in Guam. Only

tweaty-four heurs were available for this task.

Startimg on what seeped to be an imposaible jaob, the small
air maintenance crew, alded by volunteery from among the
passengers, went to work. By continuing their efforts throughout

the night and the next amorning, they were successful in meeting
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practically all of the wunprecedented requirements. Soon after
these planes were unloaded, they were flown to the combatant

carrierg. For thiz fest, the NASSAU received a letter of thanks

from CHAB Guam,.

The MASSAD anchored in Apra Harbor, Guawe, on the morning aof
Pecember 28, The Efollowing afteraooon, having unloaded all
passengers and aircraft and having taken aboard passengers and

cargo for Pearl Herbor, she put out ro sea.

When the year af 1944 went out and the New Year of 1945 was
ushered in, the WASSAU was approaching Enivetok from the west.
Undoubtedly sleepy, prebably well bored with comparing this New
Year's morning with others he had known, the Officer of the Deck
made the follewing entry inm the ship’'s log as record of his

midwatch:

Cne=-one-two's the course we make

(If the helssman's still awake);
"Snipes™ clalw seventeen's ocur speed.
Escort is USS5 MEADE,

MEADE is DD sit—ch-two -~

Stationed out front, last wve knew.
Using boilers one and Ewvo:

Have no more, so these must do.

Ship is darkened. Milicary

State of readiness is very

Apt to be Condition Tws ==

That, of course, is nothing new.
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Condition Baker's set belaow;

It's hotter, but ic's safer so.

Zigrags of Flan Six we make:

Keep annoyed J.0. avake.
On-gne-cne-six; plane is found

In course of radsr'a aveeping 'round -~
One-five~ah, the bearing here:
Sixty-five miles, or precty near.
Sleepy 0.D., far from hlithe,

Thus greets ninetezen forty-five.

On January 7., 1945, the NASSAlU reached Pearl Harbor, Three
days later she was again on her way to Guam, with another load ef
alrcrafr and passengers. When she reached the vicinity of
Eniwetok, she was joioed by the U055 CLOUES (DE 265), which waa to
be her escort. Upon arriving at Guam, the NASSAU was given the
aggsignmeant of carrying out refresher training £fer Carrier Air

Group 17, which she had raken te Guam on her preriocus trip.

Operating secuthwest of Guaa January 22 through 25, the MNASSAU
accumulated a total of 300 laadings with no serious accidents,
Three planes were dacaged in landing, but there wera no paraonnel
injuries involved, Having complerted the training on the
afrerncen of January 23, the NASSAU set her course for Pearl
Harbor. Three days later in the vicinity of Eniwetok the USS5
CLOUVES was released from her duty as escort. The RASSAU docked

in Pearl Harbor on February 3.

Then [ocllewed another trip to 5an Diego, to ferry rpassengers
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and "dud" aircraft, The NASSAU departed Pearl Harbor oo February
5, reached 5Samn Diego on the eleventh. Cailimg once more on the
fiftaenth, she was back ia Pearl Harbor o= February 21. The
following day, the NASSAU was at sea, Guam-bound. At Eniwetok she
received another escort, this time the USS WINTLE {DE 25), This
unit reached Guam on March 4, departed on March 6. Cn this cErip
the NASSAU carried over one hundred patients evacuated from the
battlefields of Iwo Jima. They were among the first to be
returned to the States, The WINTLE was released at Enivetok and
the NASSAU continued alone to Pearl Herbor, arrivipg there on

March 15.

Before the ship sailed from Pearl Hacbor on March 17,
Commander {now Captain) Frank Turner, USN, of Sevannah, Georgia,
reported aboard for duty, to agsume command vhen the ship reached
5an Francisco on March 23, Shortly after the NASSAU docked at the
Algmeds Naval ALlr Station, Commander Turmer offfcially took over
the command from Captasin Ellis, st ceremonies held om the ship's

hanger deck.

On March 2& the %A55aAl began a ten—day availability in the
shipyards art Alameda, Upcn ccompleticn of this ovehaul period, she
waa loaded at the Alsmeda Naval Air Statioo and seet back to
Pearl Harbor on April 5. Ar Pearl Harbor passengers and over=-age
alreraft were embarked on the NASSAU, and she was directed to
return t& San Francisco on the thirteenth,. She reached 5an
Franclsco on April 19, left again for Pearl Harbor on April 24

and arrived there on the last day of the month.



On May 3 the NASSAU steamed out of Pearl Harbor on an
extepnsive ferry rum that was to break gll her former records for
expaditious loading and unloading. Largely respongible for this
was the man whe was then A&ir fifficer, Lieut. Comdr. {now

Commander) Joseph J. Richardson, USNR, of Balboa, California.

after going inte Guam om May 13 and leaving an May 14, the
NASSAU steamed toward Seeadler Harbor, at Meouas Island. Early on
May 17, the date of the ship's arrival, Comdr. Richardson was
catapulzed in an F6F airplane and flew to the beach, By the tizme
the ship was imn the harber at Manus, he had completed all
arrangements for handling carge and passengers and saved much
time. The following day the NASSAU left Manua on her way to
Samar, in the Philippines. Comdr. Richardson repeated his cectics
on May 22, the day the NASOAU anchored. Oo May 23, ahas wes
underway f[or Manus. Comdr. Richardson made his last flight of the
trip on May 27, Elying to Manus ahead of the ship and again savad
guch time by early exchange of infarmation between ship and
shore. The next day the NASSAU wag again At jea, baund for Pearl
Harbor having =pent only twenty-four hours at each of her four
ports of «call. On this trip to Pearl Harber 543 passangers 207
of whom were hospital paetients, were carried as well as -a full

load of planes, 61 SB82C's and one FO6F.

On June 6, the NASSAU reached Pearl Harbor, and was routed
tun days later to San Diego., Taking still more passeangersi and
*dud" aircraft back to the States, she arrived on June 14, There,

anothor load of passengers and combatant aircraft was given her
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for transporting to Pearl Harbor. At sea on June 18, the NASSAU
was back in Pearl Harbor six days later. In Fearl Harbor, she
wag given orders to proceed the nerxt day for Saipan, 1n the

Marianas.

The NASSAU's stay in Seipan was short. She apnchored in
Smipan Harbor at necen on July 5, and was on her way to Samar, in
the Philippines, sixz hours later, Arriving 1n Sasar on July 9,
the NASSAU learned that she was to sail the following day
directly to San Framcisco, Lo meet an availabilicvy date. With
the exception of her cruise to Brisbane, Australia, thia voyage

was the longest of her history, requiring eighteen steaming

days.

Captain Turner decided to send the ship's First Lieutenant,
Lieut. Comdr. Frederick B. Quirk, USNR, of Benseeo, New York,
ashore by airplane a day prtor to the ship's arrival ip San
Francisco. This would enable the latter to confer with shipyard
cFficiala en the ahip's impending availabilicy. Lieut. {jg)
james A. Brickett, Jr., vas chosen to fly the TBM which carried
Comdr. Quirk. 4s the plane was pleced on the catapult,

preparatory to being launched, Comdr. Quirk observed,

“You know, Jim, this is the first tise I're been
catapulted.” Lieut, Brickett's cheery reply was
a bit unperving. "You've got nothing on me pal,

we'll start together!”

Docked at the Alameda Naval Air Station om July 27, the
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NASSAL began a tan-day availabilicy the fallowing day.

THE END OF THE WAER

Even before the NASSAU left Alameda on August 9, headed for
Pearl Harbor, rumors concerning the end of the war with Japan
were ragpant. Much had happened on the international scene since
her arrival in the States an July 27. The Atomic bomb, the
Russisn entry into Lthe war, increased American bombing raida on
Japan were all accasioning conglderable discussion. Uneil Japanm
officially surrendered, however, the war had ta be carried on
unrelentingly. During the c¢ruise ro Pearl Harbor all hands
listened to news broadcasts at every availabla oppertunmity. When
it became officially knewn that Japan had accepted tha Allied
Surrender terms, the NASSAU had almoat completed her journey.

She docked ar the Pearl Harbor Naval Air Station on August 15.

After a delay of =ix days, the NASSAU was sent back to 5an
Francisco, arriving there on August 27. When she sailed for Pearl
Harbor four days later, among the passengers were Juatice Matthew
T. MeGuire and aide, Lt. Comdr. Myles J. Lane, USNR, craveling
ahoard under special orders for the Secretary of the Ha;r. She
found herself again becrwaen San Francisco and Pearl Harber on the
official ¥-J] Day, September 2. Four days after this histeric

pccasion, she steamed into Fearl Harbor.

Looking back on their ship's record, the officers and men of

the NASSAU felt juscified in believing that she had <contribated



at least in swall measure to the defeat of Jagan. During the laasc
eighteen moaths of the var she had rendered valuable aid to the
Fleer as an mpircraft Cransport. Earlier she had filled 8 wvital

gap in the fleec's carrier strength,

And best of 811, she had been guite fortunate in never harving

sustained any damage by eneay a¢tion,

NASSAU departed Alameda, Celifornia on May 13, 1946 for
Tacoma, Washington where on OQOectober 28, 1946 ghe was
decompissioned and entered the Pacific Reserve Fleet. Designated
for modificaction for aircraft transpeortation PUrpOAAA her
classification was changed to CVHE-16 on June 12, 1955. Shorcly
thereafrer she was transferred to the Bremerton Reserve Group and
wast Btruck from the Nary Register on March 1, 1959, In June 196]
she was towed to Japan for screpping. What the Imperfal Japeanese
Navy <could not do in three yesars of war, the cutting torch

brought an ead to the USS NASSAU CYE-l6.
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