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This is & brief story of CVE’s sailing through a Typhoon in June of 1945, thisis the
U.5.5. Windham Bay's ( CVE - 92 ) condensed story.

Typhoon deja vu for the sallors of Adml. Halsey’s 3d Fleet. In Dec. of ‘44 many
of them had ridden through a  killer * Typhoon. In.June of ‘45 they found
themsetves in another. In a remarkably similar set of drcumstances - Halsey led his
Fleet into another Typhoon. This fime though, it was the larger ships that suffered
major damage, that is not to say that the small ¥ Escori Carriers “ had an easy time
_ - far from it.

Part of Rear Adml. D. Beary's Task Group 30.8, the Logistic Group, the CVE's
received a ride that their crews would not forget. Beary was suore the course his
C:roup was on would lezd them into the storm. His Group was on ( 300 degrees)
and would run it back into the siorm and so reported to Halsey at 0245 hrs., 5 June
‘45, He was right, but after several other courses proved too much for the CVE’s,
the course was returned to 300 degrees at 0310. Not quite an hour later all CYE's
were directed to proceed independentty through the storm.

Windhum Bay's sisler ships such as the Salamus, hnd major damage, wrecking
parked airplancs. She also had a loss of one crew member duc to the storm. This
all within 10 minuies. Another CVE, the Attu, had a near collision with two different
Tankers. The Bougainville had twenty - seven plancs lost overboard or wredied.

Other CVE’s dumuged in the Typhoon were the Altamaha, Nehenta Bay, Marcus
Ixinnd. and the (Cape Expernnce. - ——
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Now (o the Windham Bay's story:
On the night of 4 - 5.June '45, the Logistic

Support Group angd two Groups of Task Force 38 stesmed at full steam East, to get
out of the way of the dreaded Typhoon. The efTort was unsucessful, as mountain-
ous seas and wind gusting up to 150 knots battered the ships. Planes on the
“ Windy's * flight dedk were ripped from their steel cable moorings and tossed about
like match sticks, despite the efforts of the flight deck crew who hraved the wind and
high seas. Planes on the hanger deck then broke loose, one which crashed into other
parked planes and then caromed into the botiom of the eevator pit. Tons of water
cascaded into the “ Windy “ through the elevatores, despite the fact they were in the
“Up “ posilion.

The “ Windy's “ running lights, forward lockout platforms, forward 40mm.

guns, gun ntounts, and gun tubs were ripped off, 20 1. of flight deck was smashed
down on the Forecasile, and splits opcned along the ship's side.
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Severe damage 1o the flight deck of the USS Windham Bay (CVE-92) was sustained duning atyphaon
itt June ol 1945, The running ights, forwasd Inokout plallorns, Torsand 40mm gund, gun moarsts, ana
gun wbs wers rppad off, 20 foat of the fligh deck was srmashod down onto the forecaste, and $pits
were gpened along the ship's side.








