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HISTORY OF THE USS CHENANQO (CVE 28)

Thia is $the atery of a combat escort carrier; the only combat carrier to
eacape damage Irom the enemy for 38 straight msonths. It attempia Lo take you
with CHENANGO and her pilots on eleven combat operations. It tries to ahow
you how her crew, her planes and the ship hersell contributed ¢ the defeat
of our enemigs 1n both oceansa. It tells you bow she got those Jap flags on
ber bridge and leaves to your imagination the thousands of hours of routine,
unexciting, back-breaking work necessary to sall her mnearly nine times around
tha world — 218,000 miles.

Her story begina two—and=a=half years before Pearl Harbor, CHENANGD was
a pre-war vessel, &She was launched on April Fool's Day, 1939, as the Eastarn
States Standard 01l Tanker, ESSO NEW ORLEANS. Her keel had been laid nine manths
batore from blueprints which had been jointly approved by Standard 01l of Hew
Jersey, the United States Maritime Commizsion, and the United States Navy.
ESS0 NEW ORLEANS was designed to go to war as a Mavy Fleat QOller whenever zhe
was needed, -

On 20 April 19481 the Navy took NEW ORLEANS over and bagan to operate ber
in the Naval Transportation Service as USS CHFWANGO (A0 31). CHENANGO was named
arter the Chenango River in New York State., Chenango i3 an Indian name meaning
PBig Bull™,

From 2 July 1941 until 16 March 1942 CHENANGO steaded 47,000 miles through
the waters of the Gulf of Mexirco, Atlantle Coast, Caribbean Sea and the Pacific
as far 88 Honolulu tefore -coming home by way of Aruba, Netherlands Wesat Indies,
Tt was at Aruba that-the legend of her luck arosa, Nazi torpedoes had already
pissed her twilca. - She'd had a close call when the tanker dead ahead of her
in convoy suddenly exploded and sank flaming in the night, She reached Aryba
low on Fuel and swormed her way ta shelter in a harbor Jammed with defénselaess
shipping which Hazi torpedoes and shell-fire soon bagan to smash and burn all
arcund her. CHENANGD was unteouached!

At the termination of this period, CHENANGO returned to the States (Staten
Island, N.Y.,) where she was converted into an aircraft carrier, the second of
four ships in her c¢lass. Coamissioning ceresonles were mrightenad by the
presence of Madeline Carroll, the motlon pilcture star, and Captain (now
Comsodore) Ben H. Wyatt, USH, accepted the ship in coamizaion on 19 Septomber
1942, at a time when our floating airfields ware frighteningly few.

Her first carrier job wad to ferry 78-P-50 fighters over toc North Africa
through the sub-infested Atlantic. Reports of her lose on thls operation were
slightly exaggerated, although ships were sunk fore and aft of her and on elithar

aide -- four in all.
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She arrived and waited patiently off Port Lyautey for ocur forces to get
an airfield 50 she could send her cargo flying ashore, delivered 77 P-40s {one
plane was splashed before it reached shore} and then went into Casablanca Harbar,
Here she sat while 21 destroyers drank half her three milllon gallens of fuel
o0il and Nazi air and underwater ralders awarmed in tho area.

Nightfall acon brought to a halt the major part of the aertal warfare,
but the enemy subs continued their harassing of Allied Forcez. A CHENANGD eacort
that had been datached to pick up survivers of a torpedosd tanker wWas itself
torpedoed imsmediately after leaving the security of the submarine nets, which
had been flung acroas the mouth of Cassablanca Harbor.

The next morning, CHENANGO set out for home. Threo days out of Casablanca
she ran into a hurricane, By the next morning har compartmants amidshipa and
forward were awagh with 8ix inches of sea watar which poured 1n through the
ventilation aystem. By afternoon, 8ll hands had been ordered aft aof the forward
alavator. Several hours later, seas bDegan breaking over the flight deck, and
at midnight many of her 'life boats and the motor whaleboat were gone., 1t would
pe but a matter of momenta and the catwalks, too, would be consigned to Davey
Jones lockar. But Captain Wyatt was concerned for his peracnnel and consequently
orderad that none of them venture con the rlight deck and later that all except
those on watch remain below deck.

For five days the CHENANGO struggled for life, her top spsed three knots —
just barely encugh to keep her from completely foundering. Finally, the storm
subsidaed and CHENANGO steamed onward. Uporn her arrival at Portamouth, ¥irginia
yard workmen could not believe that the carrier had not been damaged by the
enemy. She had lost a 1.1 gun director and two 20MM mounts forward; the entire
superstructure forward of the forward elevetor was twiated and torn; and her
flight deck was curled upward and aft, strongly reseambling a half-opened can
of aardines.

The combined efforts of the shipyard workmen and her crew got tho CHENANGO
ready for sea agaln by the middle of December and sha headed south to the Canal
Zone. Christmas Day, 1942, was spent transiting tho canal, At Balboa she took
aboard & maximum fuel load and sortied with the cruisers COLUNBIA, CLEVELAND
and MONTPELIER for the South Seas. Enroute on a zlg-zag course, $he crossed
and recrosaed the Equator meven times in one nlght!

CHENANGO was beglnning a 27,000 mile cruise, her [irst as a combat carrier,
to the hat spot of the South Pacific--Guadslcanal.

¥hen CVE-28 steamed into the harbor at Noumea, New Caledonia, the Havy's
fast growlng base, she became one of [lve carriers, all the United States had
available to put againat the Jap fleets, than converging on Guadalcanal. Three
of these wore converted oilers, CHENANGO and her sister aships, SANGANON and
SUMANNEE., The other two, SARATOGA and ENTERPRISE, were tha only big carriers
then 1n operation.



CHENANGO's Air Group, 28, was despatched the next day and flew into Hender—
son Pield, Guadalcanal, as a part of the comblned Carrder Division 22 Alr Group
which relieved the exhauated pilota of the ENTERAPRISE. During their six week
stay ashore ir April and May and the four weak perigd in late June and early
July, CHENANGO pilots fought off repeated Japanese attacks of Bettys, Zekes,
Japs and heckling float Zerca. The fighters bagged four Japs in one aerial
Skirmiah: the dive bombers nailed a Jap destroyer and two AKs during a raiaq
on Ballale; a rear-seat gunner polished off an attacking Zeka, Aftqar hundreds
of hours of combat flying, the pilets returnad to the ship, fourteen of them
suffering from malaria, while the average weight loss was fifteen pounda per
man!

While the aescort carrier's brothers were daripg the Japanese to “come out
and Jdo battle”, the bLaby llattops themselves were providing constant Alr cover
for the convoys pouring men and equipment Iinte Guadalcanal. A collateral duty
was that of sortieing from Eapiritu Santo, New Hebridea, each carrier taking
8 turn at sitting 80 or 90 miles southeast of Guadalcanal for ten to twalve
days, while her air group fought off the Japanese Dombers which day and night
areasken Henderson rleld.

It wa=s during this pericd that CHENANGO planes were detziled to provide
air cover for the ill-fated cruiser CHICAGO. But unfortumately, that gallant
vassal bag sunk <hen the alrmen arrived. After rofueling, bowever, they formod
themgelves in an umbrella over the torpedoed cruieers S5T. LOUIS and HONOLULU,
escorcing them to safety through enemy sub-waters,

After s3ix montha of the "sentry" Quty off Guadalcanal without having been
discovered by enemy planes or submarines or by prowling Japanesa Pleet Units,
CHENANGO was ordered back to Mare Island, California for repaira and to operate
briefly as a training carrier for new Alr Groups forwing on tho west coast.

Whiie inm California, Captain (now Rear Admiral) Dixweil Ketcham came aboard
to replace SKipper Wyatt, and in a ashori ceremony on the quarterdeck bocame
the second commanding officer of the carrier CHENANGO,

Steaming down the western seaboard., the CYE-26 arrived in San Dlego on
14 Qetober 1943 where she took aboard ALlr Group 35 == consisting of Fighting
Squadron 35 and Torpede Squadron 35. And when the szquadron and ship sailed
put of San Diego's Harbor of the Sun they entered on 2 l3-month rampage which
was destlined to distress the Japanese greatly. Together, they were to ateam
110,000 miles, destroy %3 enemy planes, 91 ships, fly 2,5%% sorties in combag
zones, and to strike, along with other U.5. forces, at the 1nsular stepping
stones to Japan, Tarawa, Xwalalein, Eniwetok, Aitape-Hollandia, Saipan, Guem,
Morctal and the Philippines.

By the time CHENANGD wap ready to begin her march into history, her combat
role had been eateblished, Her rugged pre—war constructlon, great fuel capacity
and overaize [for a CYE} flight deck typed her a= an ideal close-support carrier.
That is, she could atay at sea for long pericds, fuel her own eacorts if need
be, and, steaming close to enemy coasts, day alfter day, launeh strikes in support

-3-



of troops making island landings: her torpedo planes could carry cut the
anti=sybmarine patrols required in such landings and the fighters could proride
a protective umbrella for the fleets of transportation, angunition ahips, tankars
and landing ships: supplying the troops and for the war—ships already ongaged
in clese—up shelling of the beachheads. Thisz, the carrier CHEMANGO,

on the 19th of October 1943, CHENANGO set a southuwesterly course for
Eaplritu Santo in the New Hebrides, where the Tarawa Invasion fleet was
assembling. After & rehearsal at Efats 1n the Southern New Hehrides, CHENAMGC
set out on 13 November in company with twe of her sistar ships, the SUWANNEE
and SANGAMON and covered the advance of tranaporta and varghips toward Tarawa.
CHEMANGD planes bombed and strafed the beaches ahead of the troops, attacked
the enemy beyond the beachea and protected the convoys off shore from 20 November

until § Decmeber 1943,

fgain the gods of war smiled en CHENANGO, and ismediately after her job
was finished on Tarawa, she received orders to report stateaide. She arrivad
on the Weat Coast in time for Christmas, Operations were resuwed on Hew Years
Day, however, & more ‘intenmsive training program wasa get lorth than the carriar
had ever before undergone. Laascns learned in the Tarawa cperations were studied
and practiced diligently, for the coming Gilberta-Marshalls campeign was to
be no push=-over.

Returning to the Pacific battle areas, CHENANGO planes supperted Aliled
landings on Rei-Namur in Kwajalein Atcll and also at Eniwvetck. Thogse operations
called for close support and the CHENANGO steamed in sc close that the crew
could see their pilots bopbing the beaches during tha day. At night, whiie
CHENANGO was outaide the crowded harbor 8%t KwajJalein, where the remainder of
her aister ships were anchored, the Japs attempted 2 aurprise repriasal raid.
Suddenly the entire area was lighted brilliantly when one of the Japanesa bombs
atruck a Japanese fuel Aump on the beach. The enemy planes wvheeled overhead
and came at their targets, ZoOMming over the CHENANGO at 1500 feet. Bul no bombe
came crashing down on CHENANGO; she was a ship with her own private rabbit's

foot.

During the Palau strike, CHENANGC spent a monotonous two weeks [lying combat
air patrols te protect the fleet oilers and ammunition ships assembled to
replenish the blgger carriers, &ven reverting o her original function as an
oiler when she refueled the carriers LANGLEY and FRINCETOM.

On U April, CHENANGO headed south to Espiritu Santo once again to train,
this time for the Hew Gulnea campaign. Joining the task force bound for thia
15land, CHENANGO planes covered the landings on Aitape and Hollandia.

On the night of 15 April the South Pacific moon 1lit briiliantly the waters
just off the goast of MNew Guinez, And blackly 3ilhouetted against the almoat
irideacent ocean was the USS CHENANGO--dead in tho water, and all aloms, Some-
how, water had gotten into the fuel and had doused the tires under her bollersa.
There was an unnatural calm and quiet as the crew gathered tepside and gazed



at the moonlit water——eIpecting to see & periscope break the surface, watching
with silent ezpectancy, for the white bubbly wakq which would announce a torpedo.
Tha only nolse that disturbed the deadly 3llence was balow decks, where sweatling
engineera worked reverishly to gat steasm up bafore the boilers should cool and
leave the carrier absolutely helpless, Now, now was the time for the "luck
of the CHENANGO®=—now, 1f ever before she needed the anile of the gods, And
ahe got it. :

With a sudden smotbered roar, fires leapt up the boiflars; in a very 3bort
time there was enough $tezm up to agaln get under way and the "Lucky Lady™ was
oncg more 3 threat to the Imperial Government of Japan.

Very little other opposition was sencountered and after flylng routine
patrols, the CHENANGD returned to Espiritu Santo and set her Air Group ashore,
where for ten days, they trained at Henderson Field, OQuadalcanzl, Both sQuadron
and ship trailned--trained for the forthcoming exploslon of power and might—-the
Marianas.

on 2 June, the carrier division Jjolned the troop transports and support
gunfire ships and set sall for Guam. The Japanese reacted violently, staging
frequent and determined raida down frob the Bonins to the north. ©On 22 June,
CHENANGD mounted a one-ship offeraive of her own on Pagan Ialand which the
Japanese ware using to launch pitter attacks on the American ahips.

Launching 32 planes in the attack on Pagan Island, CHENANGD absolutely
crippled airfield installations there, and shot up gun pesitions and personnel.
In addition, the strike sank four heavily loaded supply shipa, damaged saveral
othere, and hammered the harbor factlities into a maszs of rubble. Despite heavy
and concentrated anti-aircraft fire, ail CRENANGO planes returned intact. A
Jap Betty which had fellowed twe of the last planes hame was shot down with
the utmoat despatch.

During the last 15 days of July CHENARGO pilota flew 364 sorties against
the enemy on Guam. Strafing, bombing and photographing kept every pilot,
aircroewman, and crewmesber aboard the CHENANGO buay, and conpequently earned
them 32 medals and comsendations. They dropped T4 tons of boaba, deatroying
many gun emplacements, Troop concentratioma, bridgeas, truck convoys and one
deaperately needed enemy ammunition dJuap which exploded with spectacular
violenca. Also, four Ship's photographers were commended for their seXcellent
and speedy work in delivering to the flagahip photographs which showed the
beachheads to be too difficult for successful attack,

Just pefore the end of the Marianas campaign a sipgular honor came to the
CHENANGO. At four in the afternpen of 30 July, & CHENANGO pilot, Lt. (JG)
Terrar, wWas ordered to try 1lanaing at Orote Airfiald on Guam. He completed
his mission successfully and reported that the field was opersticnal for all
but heavily loaded planes, By this act he became the first Americen airman
ever to land and take=off from the island of Guam, first United States soll
in the Paclfic to be recaptured.



After a month of rest, recreation and training at Seasdle Harbor (Manus),
sn the Admiraltiea, CHENANGO sortie¢ with her divisien on 10 September and
covered the capture of Morotai Island during the perlod on 10 September amd
covered the capture of Morotai Island during the period from 15 to 24 Septepber.
air sction 1in thia operation consiated principally of fighter 3sweeps to
neutrslize enemy girflolds in the surrounding Halmaneras. Many parked aircraft,
barracka and airfield facllities were completely destroyed.

It was during this engagement that CHENANGO planes participated in one
of the thrilling reacues of World War II. A fighter pilot from a neighboring
carrier had been shot down over Wasile Bay., He parachuted safely but was drift-
ing dangergusly c<lose to the enemy-held coast. Although enemy AA batterics
held them undar continuous fire, and had already downed two fighters from another
ahip, CHENANGO planes rapeatedly strafed Jap boats attempting to capture the
downed pllot. Because of this determined cavering -acticn, a PT boat was able
to speed in and rescue the flyer froa under the Japanese shore batteries,

By now a team of seasoned veterans, CHENANGO and Air Group 28 were "ready
and willing" &t the beginning of the Leyte campalgn ror the FPhilippines.
Commanding this formidable outfit was Captaln {now Commodore} Geargoe Yan Duers,
who had relieved Captain Dixwell Ketcham on 13 Auguat 194%.

Approaching Leyte on 16 October, the task force encountared an enemy as
dangerous, if not more so, than the Japanese: a typhoon, Winds wmounting to
86 knots quickly lashed wavas up over CHENANCO's Flight deck, which wa3 &0 feet
above sea level. But the invasion went a3 scheduled. Planes were catapulted
from the deck over waves which sprayed thelr landing gear.

CHEMANGO planes began their operations at Leyte with & flourish by downing
a twin-engine bomber, and on the second day atruck at harbors and airfields
on the Negros and Cebu Talands, inflicting damage on sbhipping and parked planes.
In the ensulng four days, thirteen of her oustending fighter amd torpedo pilota
compiled the followingd enviable recerd: six enamy planee downed, thirty-threa
deatreyed on the ground; two large transports sunk and ona left burnming: ten
merchant sbips, three sampans and a barge destroyesd; two fuel dumps burned and
an underground asmunition dump destroyad. The Japanese had felt the ating of
CHENANGO=-and they set out to rid themselves of thia nemiais.

There are very few shipa which have ever had the honor of being singled
sut by an enemy for an especial destructicn, But the CHENANGO was awarded that
distinction by His Imperial Japanese Majeaty's Air Force. On the 20th of
October, three fast Jap planes dived out of the afternoon aun, dropped bonbs
oh a sister ship, the SANGAMON, and nisaing her retired to ptrike again.
Fighters from the SANGAMON downed one of them, CHENANGD gunners splashed another,
and a CHENANGO pilot chasod the third for fifty miles before shooting him down,
The enemy pilot, who was picked up end taien aboard the flagship, SANGAMOM,
for questioning, refused to speak except to the ship's dentlat, whosc horrible
implements evidently scared him a» much as they do anyone. Even then he asked
but one question, "Am I aboarc the CHEMANGOZ" After further interrogation it

davaloped that he had been assigned specifically to eradicate CHENANGO!
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That night, Tokyo Rose, with charming naivete, informed the listening world
that, "...the laat of the converted oller <laas of aircraft carriers bas been
aunk as a result of air attacks by the gloricus Japanese Air fOrCRS,. s "

Oon the afternoon of the 24th, Lady Luck smiled again on her favorite child
when CHENANGO was sent to Mororai to load new aircraft, Returning four days
later, she found everyone of her sister ships seriously damaged and all of them
sora ar less riddled frob the point bjank fire of a vast battieshlp force.

Just after CHENANGO had departed for Morotai, a huge Jap force of battle-
ships, cruisers and destroyers had attempted te crush the allled landings on
Leyte. All the other ships of the U.5. (leet were deployed to the north and
south==fighting their own battles. Admiral Spregue’s little escort carriers
ware the sole deciding factor in the less or gain of the strategic isle of Leyte,
where the Army forces stood with ons foot on the beach and the other in the

D88 .

In a two day running battle, the escort carriers (which were never designed
to scrap With heavy shipa) completely dafeated the Japanese forca of hattieshipa
and cruisera, ainking many of the crulsers and destroyers and geverly damaging
tha battlewagons.

Thus it was, when CHENANGO returned from Morotal, she [found her sorely
wounded, but victorious, runaning mates In & atate of devastation, and she, once
again, unscathed, CHENANGO was not lucky enough to share tha fame of this Second
Battle of the Philippines, which so decisively demonstrated the overwhelming
powers of naval ajrcraft, but it was quite in character that ahe ahould return
to the scens with the badly-needed replacemsent aircraft, and with fuel for the
destroyers and destroyer escorts which had been operating wide opan for two
long hull=wrenching dayas.

After Leyta, the ship waa due for a Navy Yard overhaul, 3Setting her course
to the northeast, CHENANGO cut a 7,000 mile swath through the Pacific 1o Secattle,
¥ashington. Lines had hardly besn secured to the pollards when leave partiaa
left the ship--for home., And while her young men enjoyed leaves at homa, and
liberty in Seattle, CHENANGD sat lonely at her mgoring in the yard and walted
patiently while workmen clambered over the huli, riveting and hammering, painting
and ranovating. getting her in condition to take a trip halfway arpunt the globe.

On the 9th of February 1945, CHENARGO upped anchor and ateamed out into
the Pacific on the firat lap of a 43,000 mlle journey. Her first stop was at
Pearl Harbor, and then taking a asputhweaterly course from there, journeyed to
Tulag!t Island in the Solomons, up to Uliithi, thence t0 Kerama Retto and Ckinawa,
back down to Leyte, and termipating Just 150 miles east of Sendal--an hour's
flight from Tokyo. The date: 15 August 1945,

Te tell in words the story of those 82 days of combat operations which
CHENANGO =pent 1in the Okinawva campaign i3 not easy. It is the story of tho
tetumph of a ship's crew, of szhip's plane handiars, of ship's pliots, over
monotony, the strain of conatant vigllance, the torture of too little sleep
and too much work. This was the climax ... the job she'd stayed afloat through
tha lﬂﬂ.s montha o 4o ..



With air Group ¢5 aboard, the ship and squadron rehearsed ¢lose SUppoOre
work at Cape Eaperance in the Solomons during the first week of March and got
undarway on the 2T7th for the last and longest test of her legendary luck. On
1 April, Easier Sunday, April Fool's Day, and her éth birthday. CHEHANGO covered
the Marines whoe landed on the beaches along Hagushi Anchorage. The next after—
noon, at 1617, a CHEMANG) torpedo boamber piloted by Ensign J, W. Moody, and
bearing his wounded alrcrewman, made an emargency landing on Kadens
pirfield---lesa than 24 hours after it had been wrested froa the Japaneso.
Here was ancother first for the CHENANGO, Here was the (irst carricr plane to
lund on Japaneas home 3811,

Then, CHENANGO, with carriers of her division, %ook part in the fake
lanaings aleng the southern coast of Ckinawa. Her pilota bombed, strafed,
rocketed and burned away enemy concentrations, supply dumps, girfieids and cave
entrances wherever they could find tham on Okinawa Shima. Everyone wondered
when the operations would develop: thus far, the initial landing and the first
week of combat had been too eaay.

The Japanase reaction to the first powerful blows of the fleot and air
attacks came suddanly and with great determination. Waves of zwuicide planad
came down from the Northern Ryukus and over from Formesa, pounding away at Allied
shipping at Hagushi and Kerama Rettc, CHENANGO'S carrier division was asaigned
the neutralization of six enemy airflelds in Sakashima Guntc, three of them
on each of the twc islands of Miyako apd Ishigaki. These airfielda were the
originating points for Kamikaze planes making dawn and dusk raids on U.S. supply
snips at Okinawa. From Rear Admiral v,D, Sample's flagahip came the order:
"Keap the alrfields cratered s¢ that planes can't land or take off con them,”
And for twe months CHENANGO pllots did Just that, using 884 tons of high explo—
sives to accomplish their misaion,

Strikesz were made before dawn, during the day, and at dusk in a grueling,
unrelenting attempt to cruash the fanatical "Divine Wind". CHENANGC's ® only
rasplts camo when she refualed and British carriers took her place. In addition,
her ailr group flew dally anti-submarine patrols, mounted offensive strikes in
aupport of ground troops and did excellent photographic coverage of enemy posi-
tions from day to day.

On 9 April, CHEHANGO, the Lucky Lady, was in greater peril than at any
other time in her entire combat career. 3She wap operating under high pressure
at the outset of the Okinawa caspaign when a fighter, coming in for a landing,
crashed through the barriar wires, starting a raging fire among tha strike-loaded
alrcralt parked forward of tho island. Burning gasoline ignited ammunition
and rocketa and threatened to dJdetonate the heavy bombs among Lhe bDurnlng
aiperaft, One bomb in particular wasg lying in the midat of the infernc and
threatened at any noment to explode. A determined firefighter edged lorward,
advancing a long fog-nozzle ahead of him and cooling the hot metal bosmb casing
Wwith hneavy 3spray. Another hose wellder, scunted on the forward gun sponsons,
clotterad as thay were with a burning plane, pethodically aprayed the rlirst
man to keap him from getting toc wall donhe,



This cool, daring and determination was exemplary of the heroism of aill
the crew as was evidenced by the large number of medals which were later awarded.

On 2 #May, Capiain Harry D. Falt assused command of the CHENANGD and
sxipperad the ahip throughout Lha rapainder of the Okipnawa operations. During
this phase of the invasion, CHENANG) launched 2,659 sorties, har air group flew
129 different strikes totalling §,822 hours against targets at Okinawa, 1e Shima,
Ishigaki, Miyako and Irimote Islands. Her pilots abhot down three enemy planes,
destroyed 20 on enemy alrfields, aank 47 surface craft in the Sakashima Ialands;
destroyed or damaged 24 anti-alreraft positions, plus 20 barracks and buildinga.
Their planes zoomed off the riight deck with more than #,000 bombs ard 2,500
rockats and thelr guns spewed more than 565,000 projectliles against the enemy.

Life waan't always campletely grim for CHENANGO crewmen. Everyone got
a wask smile out of Admiral 3Jample's wry observation concerning the minesd which
were sighted almost daily floating alongside, "It's a good thing there aren't
any mines out here after dark".

one tha evening of 11 June, CHENANGO daparted the Okinaws area, herding
a group of tamkera shead of her. Stopping off at Macarata on Samar Ialand,
overycne went ashore for one of the rarest of the few Pacific luxuriesa--a
recreation pericd., W¥hile CVE-28 swung at her hoolk, scuttlebutt (naval parlance
for remour) ran hot and cold asz everyone speculated as to the next operation.

on 9 July, Alr Group 25 started back to the states and night flying Air
Group 33, formerly with SANGAMON, reported abroad and wa3s imsedtately taken
out for a treining cruise. After a secondary cruise late in the sonth, CHENANGO
started out on What was to be her V-2 excuralon. She was going north to fumish
air protection for the fleet ollers, ammunition and supply shipa which were
aupporting Admiral Halsey's month-long offensive agalnst Honshu, Hokkaido, and
Shikoku. Her route took her within 30 miles of the enemy-held island of Yap
and a short distance from where, Stwenty-four hours later, the crulser
INDIANAPOLIS was sunk.

On 15 August while abe was steaming off Sendal, CHENANGO's radioman reported
hearing an Australian broadcast by BEC that the Japs, bro}en by the savage
Russion offenaive, the unrelenting fury of admiral Halsey's forces, and rinally,
the crushing dlow of the atom bomb, ware ready to surrender, Peace had come
again to the major nations of the world.

fhe war phase of CHENANGO's history ends at San Diego, California, two
and one-half montha after V-3 day, During these seveniy-five daya the »ship
evacuated from the atomic bomb blasting tke city of MNagasaki, Kyushu, Japan,
some 1,500 prisoners of war——Auasies, British, Netherlands East Indians and
Dutch as well as Americans, plus some 1,500 civilian workers who had been slava
labor for thelr brutal Jap captors evar since Wake Island fell two days before
Christmas 1941,



Having <omplated twe of these evacuation tripa, the CHENANGO ran at top
speed for two thousand miles down Manila way while dodging two different typhpons
and rode out anocther which blew at 87 miles an hour across her {light deck in
aneltered 5asebp Harbor. Then followed day: of atanding by while occupatlon
forces established themselves in Southern Kyuabu, a hurry call to beab same
minefields cutaide Fukuoka, and 2 dash up to Tokyo for a last look around befare
she began har 23 day trip home. And even on this long awaited trip, a freak
three=day storm broka around CHENANGO, in an area of the Paclfic where no atores
had been known to blow 1n the past 50 years.

On 16 HNovembar 1%45, thirty-eight montha after her commissioning, the
CHENANGO tied up at 3an Diego. Air Group 33 disesbarked and the ship iamediately
began preparations for her noxt assignment--magic carpet duty. That same day
sho sailed for a two week avallebility at 5an Podro, (aliformia.-..

On 1 December, CHENANGO put to sea again; orders were %o Okinawa to trens—
port 1,100 Army porsonnel to Seattle. It meant Christmas and New Years Day
at sea again, but 1t &lso meant putting the finiahing touches on the Job to
which sha had already contributed so much. Arrivipg at Okinawa on 19 Becember,
the discharges were embarked and on 28 December set out agailn for the states.
The ship, with her veterans-to-be ticd up at Seattle on 7 Janvary. Al'cer
refueling and reprovisloning shc stood out to =ea again, this Lime for Pesarl
Harbor.

By 1 Pebruary, CHENANGO was back in the states, at San Pedro., After a
four day stay there, the carrler was again enrcuta, this time to Bosion, where
she was scheduled to be put into the m"zipper" fleet. Transiting the Panama
Canal on 13=16 March, CHEHAMGD satled up the eastern 3eabocard and arriving at
the Boston Navy Yard on 22 May - 1946.

STATISTICS

STANDARD DISFLACEMENT 12,000 tons ARMAMINY:  Two S5"/38 Cal.

Jual purpose
LENGT™H O¥ERALL 55% Feet guns==plua .
smaller AA
BEAM TH% Faot batteriea.
SPEED 18 Knoka
COMPLENENT 1000 Plus AIRCRAFT: 2] Plua
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