


Hap bemwikirce Ioeaaliong fise the 175N Sangamson on May 4. (A3 o] (Aiaguy A0 SPOPPET & SO0 T ENTCS TR P g . e

The Might deck o the (1S5 Sampanum (VE-20 the mormug after the bomilaze attecd of May 41945 This war smster 1o see who was messing. (U5 Navy phoeo)



U.S.S. SANGAMON [CVE-26)

The second Samgamon {A0-28), was laid doun as Esso Trenton om 13 March 1939 by the Fedenal Shipbuilding and Dhy Dock Co., Keany,
N.J.; Launched on 4 Novemben; acquined by the Navy om 22 October 1940. Renamed Sangamon AQ-28, she und conmissioned on 23 Octoben 1940,
Comdn. J.R. Duncan in commnd, '

With the new yean, 1942, however, she uwas desigmated for conversion to an auwxiliany aincragl camien. On 11 Febuwony, she aived
in Haplon Roads. On the 25th she uns deconmissioned. On 20 August, she uns nedesignated ACV-
necommissioned, Capt. C.0. Wieben in commnd. On 25 Octoben, she sailed east with Tash Fonce 34
"Torch,” the inuasion of Nouth Agnica. She got undemwy to retwmn 1o Nonfolh; uhence, aften nepai
Pacific. By mid-Jauany 1943, Sangaron had arnived at Efate, Naw Hebrides.

Redesigrated (VE-26 on 15 July 1943, Sangamon shifted hen base of openations from Efate o Espinity Santo in August; ad, in
Septemben, she retumned Lo the Wnited States for an overhaul at Mane Tsland. On 19 October, she depanted San Diego, embanked and sailed
for Espinitu Sando. On the 0th, awiived in the Gilbents Lo support the assault on Tonawr. Hen next amphibious openation, the assault
on Kunjalein in Marshalls. AL 1651 on the 25th, duning noutine §light operations, a relumning gighter dailed Zo hook a wire on Landing;
broke thnough the bamniens. 1t belly tank, town loose, skidded jomund, spasing flaming fuel. Fine soon dpread anong the planes. By
1659, il uns unden contnol. Seven of the craw died in those 8 mirutes. Terporany nepains wene mde at sea; and fnom 31 Januany untif
mid-Febany, Sargamon supported the assault and occupation of Kuajalein. She depantedd the Manshafls and headed back 2o Peark Honbon

. {0 complete nepains. She covened the landing at Aitape from the 22d to the 24th; netined fo Manus fon fwo days. Sangamon then netwined
0 Espinilu Smito. e - . . o _ :

After the Batlle of the Philippine Sea, Sangamon uns detached §rom TF 53. From 13 July Lo 1 August, she covened the bombandment
groups engaged in the caplune of Guam. Un 9 Septemben, Sangamon depanted Seeadfen Hanbor and steamed for Monotai. Prion fo the 20
Uctoben Landings on Leyte, Sangamon Launched nregulon {Lights. On the 20th, hen plaves covened the Landing forces and the ships in the.
{naraport aneas. That day, she also come unden enemy ain attack and took a hit at the main deck Level. Tore a tuwp by six foot section
of plating foose. During the intense fighting, sevenal of Sangamom's crew wene Anjured and one uns killed by stnafing 4ine. Sangamon
anchored in Seeadlen Hanbor on 3 Novemben. Six days Laten, she headed back to the United States gon a shipyand overhaul at Brementom,
lhshirgton. In mid-Februany, the CVE awived in Hawiion witens. On 5 Muwch, she continued westund; and, on the 16th, she anvived at
ULithi. Assigned {o the initial assault phase of Operation "Ieebeng"-the imasion of the Rypus. On the 21st, Sangamon depanted
ULthL. On 4 May, she put into Kenama Retto to neanm. At 1830, the CVE got undemwny. Japanese attachens, havever, were soom neponted
only some 29 miles off. At 1933, the kamikaze dwpped his bomb and chrashed into the centen of the §Light deck, and the ship was soon
out of control. By 2230, all fires wxden control. Communication with othen wnits had been negained. AL 2320, Sangamon with 11 dead,
25 missing, and 21 seniously uounded, got undemuny to retin to Kenam Retto. On 12 Jine, she amvived at Norfolh. Decommisaioned on 24

b Uctoben 1945, she wns Afuack from the Navy List. She was sold 2o Hillcone Steamship Co., San Francisco.
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