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Kadashan Bay
A bay in Alaska.

(CVE-76: dp. 7,800; 1. 512'3"; b. 65'; ew. 108'1"; dr. 22'6"; s. 19 k.; cpl. 860; a. 1 5",
16 40mm., 20 20mm.; cl. Casablanca)

Kadashan Bay (AVG-76) was reclassified ACV-76 20 August 1942; reclassified
CVE-76 15 July 1943 and launched 11 December 1943 by Kaiser Co., Inc., Vancouver,
Wash., under a Maritime Commission contract; sponsored by Miss Audrey Ackerman
and commissioned 18 January 1944, Captain R. N. Hunter in command.

After shakedown Kadashan Bay departed San Diego 6 March 1944 on the first of two
cruises to Espiritu Santo. She transported a total of 154 aircraft on these assignments
before returning San Diego 13 May. Following repairs and training, the escort carrier
sailed 10 July to join a carrier division at Pearl Harbor. One month later she
sailed for Tulagi and final preparations for the September assault on the Palaus.

Kadashan Bay departed Tulagi 6 September and six days later her air group launched
a preinvasion air attack against enemy positions on Peleliu. Ground forces landed 15
September to gain control of the island as an air base to support the Philippine
operation. After preparations were concluded at Manus, the escort carrier steamed
toward Leyte Gulf 14 October.

Arriving there 21 October she immediately commenced raids and strikes in support of
troops ashore. Four days later one of her patrol planes, piloted by Ens. Hans L. Jensen,
sighted the Central Force of the Japanese fleet off Samar. After reporting his sighting
he launched an unsupported attack against the leading cruiser, beginning the famous
battle off Samar. The carrier's air group launched three fighter and three torpedo
strikes against Kurita's force. The flyers' courage and gallantry contributed greatly to
the sound defeat from which the Japanese never recovered. Upon completion of this
mission, Kadashan Bay steamed toward Manus, arriving 3 November.
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As the action in the Philippines continued, Kadashan Bay's air group accounted for 11
planes in encounters with the enemy during mid-December. Preparations were now
underway for the Luzon landings and the escort carrier rendezvoused with the main
force 3 January 1945. She arrived off Luzon 5 days later and commenced an early
morning air attack. That same morning a kamikaze aimed his death dive at
Kadashan Bay. Despite repeated hits the enemy plane plunged into the ship amidships
directly below the bridge. After an hour and a half of feverish damage control effort,
fires and flooding were checked, and the escort carrier returned to Leyte 12 January for
temporary repairs before returning San Francisco 13 February for complete overhaul.

Kadashan Bay sailed for Pearl Harbor 8 April, arriving 14 April. She then commenced
ferrying aircraft and passengers among the Pacific islands. During July the escort carrier
was assigned as a replenishment carrier for the 3d Fleet and was on her way from
Pearl Harbor to begin her new duty when news of Japan's collapse came.

Kadashan Bay joined the "Magic-Carpet" fleet at Guam in September and arrived San
Francisco 26 September with her first group of veterans. For the next 3 months the
escort carrier made rung from Pearl Harbor, Guam, Okinawa, and China to return
battle-weary Americans home. She arrived San Pedro 22 December from her last Pacific
cruise, and departed San Diego 10 January 1946 for Boston. Kadashan Bay arrived
Boston 29 January, decommissioned 14 June 1946, and was placed in the Atlantic
Reserve Fleet there. She was reclassified CVU-76 on 12 June 1956 and scrapped 13
August 1959.

Kadashan Bay received two battle stars for World War II service.



20 March IS97.

From: Rear Admiral Jack P. Monroe USN(Ret ).
To: Navy Department - Office of Naval Records and History.

Recommendation for the award of Two sdditiornal Battle Stars to
the KADASHAN BAY CVE 76.

Ref (a). War Hlstory USS KADASHAN BAY CVE 76 dated 28 November IGL5.

Subject:

(A) History of USS KADASHAN BAY CVE 76 Ccomplled by the Office of

Enc
History end Records dated MAY I1652.

Enc (B) Actlon Report - LEYIE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS covering period .22-

29 OCT. IS,
Enc (C) Action neport

T. Enc (A) states the KADASHAN BAY earned 2 Battle Stars:

- Mindoro Assault Group I3 - I7 Dec. ISLl.

T Battle Star/Western Caroline Operatiocns & Sept ~Il Oct IShi.
T Battle Star/Luzon Cperation 4-I8 JAN ISil.

2. Ref (a) end Enc (A) (B) and (C) sets forth in detail the
combet operations of the KADASHAN BAY from arrival 1n the Facific Cecmbat
Apes as a Unit of TF 32 2L August ISLL to departure 27 Jam. ISLS as a
result of 2 disabling hit by a Japanese Kamikaze alrcraft.

P4

3. The KADASHAN BAY i3 shown %to have participated actively in
both the Leyte and Mindoro Campalgns.

. Tt 13 therefore recommended that tke KADASHAN BAY CVzZ76 bpe
awarded 2 acditional Battle Stars I each for the Leyte and Mindoro
campalgns.

5, The Commanding Officer of the Kadashan Bay from I8 Jan. ISk -
6 February IGhS was R. Adm Robert N. Hunter. I was Cormanding frcm
& Feb ISh5 to 8 Feb ISLO.
4. Tt 1s reguested thet I be informed of the action of the Nevy Dep-
aptment on this Recommendaticn at my retired acdress 6I5 BAYSEHORE DA,
APT I2C7. PEN3ACCLA FLA, 32507. I will Inferm the aurviving crew members

V[H the U33 XADASEAN BAY VC 20 Association. :
1
PV lonthl.

it

ack‘g. MCNHCE.






