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Manila By (CVE-61) wns Laid doun o Breanell Bay (ACV-61); renamed Manila Bay 3 Apuil 1943; Lawched 10 July 1943; neclassified CVE-61
on 15 July 1943; and conmissioned the same day at Astoria, Oregon, Captain Boyntom L. Buaot in commnd. :

Manila Bay saifed for Peant Hanbon 20 Novembern and retunned a Load of domged planes to San Dieqgo 4 Decemben. Joinirng TF 52, she
dortied 22 Jawwony don the inwasion of the Mashalls. Her plones bombed and atnafed enemy positions ¢rom Kwjalein Istand nonth to Biges
Island. Manila bay sailed for overhaul at Peart Harbor uhee she awvived 18 May. Manila Bay salled 5 June for the Manianas. Steaming wia
. Enlwedok, she neached the eastenn approaches fo Saipan on 19 June. Manila Bay netunned o Pearl Hanbor 31 August. Tuo days Laten Captmin

Filzhugh Lee tok comuond of the vetenan ship; Manila Bay depanted 15 Septamber as a unit of CanDlv 24. Steaming uia Enimetok, she neached
Manus 3 Octoben. A8 Manila Bay crwised 1o the east of Leyte Gubf with other cavuiens of Reax Adminal Felix .B Stp's Taffy 2 (U 77.4.2),
powengul  Jopanese raval forces converged wpon the Philippines and famched @ ee-pronged offensive to drive the Amenicans fuom Leyte.
Minila Bay sent an eight-plane stnike against ground tangets on Leyte. Manila Bay launched Buw airstnikes duning the eneny punsuit of Tagdy
3 ad tw more as the Japanese retneated. At 0830 she sent foun Lonpedo-Laden TBMA and a seven plane escont to joln the despenate §ight.
Thee faunched tonpedoes at a battleship, puobably Yamito, but she conbed the unbes. The fouwrth plane Lounched her towpedo at a heavy
cauisen, mst Likely Chikum. A4 the Japanese $hips broke off attack and cincled off Saman, the flence alnstnihes continued, At 1120
Mnila Bay fawnched fown TBMS, camrying 500-pound bombs, and four bombens from athen camriens. Laten that aftemnoon, Manila Bay's CAP
Antencepted a Japanese bamben-fighten atuike about 50 miles nonth of Tafdy 2. Hen fowr fighten broke up the enany jormution.

Manila Bay nesumed ain openations in suppont of Leyte ground fonces 27 Octoben. Late om 30 Octoben she sailed for the Adninalties,
aiving Mous 4 Novenbex. Aften steaming 4o Kossol Passage late in Novemben Manifa Bay devanted 10 Decemben Lo provide ain cover for the
Mindoro invasion convoys. Monila Boy splashed one bamikaze. A second schedule plane hit Hanaden. After a Duip 4o Maws, Mnila Bay Bay
sontied Nev Yean's Doy 1945 with ships of the lLuzon Aftach Force. The fash groups steamed wa Sunigao Staail and the Mindanao Sea. Enemy
midamamd&u'.oide.midabeganinmneullmmy. The eneny ain attachs intensified 5 J . Patnolling gightens broke up mowning
and eanly aftenoon strikes shooting down memenous aidens. Just before 1750, fwo hamikazes dove at Manila Bay form the portside. The
§irat plane hit the {tight dech to stanboard and splashed off the dantuil. Within 24 houns she xesumed Limited ain openations.

Manifa Boy had 14 men hitled and 52 wounded, but by 10 Januany she nesumed futl chuty in support of the Lingayen gulf operations. She
closed the coast of Ohinaw 13 Jine. She depanted fox the Mandanas 20 June and openated out of Guam ond Enisetoh. Mnila Bay Ateamed Lo
the Aleutions in mid-August. She depanted Adak on 31 August. She netwmed £o Peaal Haxbon on.24 Septemben. Assigned to "Magic Cavpet™

duty, she depanted Pearl Hanbon on 27 Janwony 1946 and reached Nondolh, Vinginia, 18 Febwony. She steamed to Boston 15 to 17 Al
decormissioned thene 31 July 1946.

Her rame. wos stuch from the Navy List 27 may 1958; and 4he una sold for senap 2o Hugo Naw Corporation,
2 Septemben 1959. T A A T - 4he wah sol .
- Manila bay neceived eight battle stons for Workd Gan IT seruice.
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s V'C- 72 The Ship That Fought The Best
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USN ESCORT CARRTER
" MANILA BAY CVE-681

ST e KEEL LAID 1-15-43, LAUNCHED 7-10-43, COMM 10.5-43
T 10,200 TONS, 18 KNOTS :
L= 488107, Bm = 65'0", DRt = 198"
21 AIRCAAFT
1-57738, 8-40 M/M TWIN, 20-20 M/M'
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