





MIGHTY “K” HISTORY

October 21, 1944 1730 (military time) We got underway from Pear! Harbor enroute to Manus, Admiralty
Islands. We had on board as passengers: 121 enlisted, 66 officers (22 of whom are aviators on temporary duty)
and 71 planes including 14 TBM, 28 FM2, 20 SB2C and 9 F6F.

November 1 Enroute to Manus. 1527 Commenced warming up motors of eight aircraft on flight deck. 1538
F6F caught fire. 1539 Fire quarters sounded. 1543 Fire out in aircraft. 1545 Secured from fire quarters.
November 2 (449 Exercised crew at general quarters. 0714 Anchored in Berth 255, SEEADLER HARBOR,
MANUS ISLAND. The above information is from our Deck Log and the following is from our War Dairy
November 2 One officer reported aboard for temporary duty as Air Combat Intelligence Officer (Lt. Sam Ludlum)
in connection with the ships new temporary assignment as a replacement carrier. Difficulty was encountered in
securing information regarding immediate procedure and future plans. Those representatives of shore commands
interviewed all seemed willing but not able, that is, willing to be of any assistance possible but unable to with
authority. However arrangements were made finally to take aboard fuel oil, aviation gasoline and water, which was
done. The unloading of the cargo of planes commenced and proceded rapidly with the ‘planes being sent to Momote
Field. With the exception of several F6F-5s, all the planes were in a preserved state. The aforementioned F6F-5s
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: The ship moved to a berth near
A Pitylou Island at the other end of
' o, Seadler Harbor in order to take
Pren 2l aboard a new load of planes. Loading
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ship blew up. There wasn’t a soul
e . . —_—— left on the ship who could explain
N drew this map for our ship’s newspaper (a keepsake) what caused the explosion.
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