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BAIROKO

B AIROKO HARBOR is a small inlet on the North coast of New
Georgia, one of the Solomon Islands. A Spanish navigator, coming
upon these islands in 1567, and hopefully believing he had finally
touched on the fabled and wealthy lands of the Indies named the
group “llas de Solomon.” Subsequent English explorers claimed part
of the group for Britain, and at the ocutbreak of the war New Georgla
was under the English ilag. f

During the early part of 1942, in their effort to cut the Allied sup
ply line to Australia, the Japanese seized the Solomons and began the
construction of a series of air fields throughout the islands-—at Vila on
Kolombangara, at Munda on New Georgia, and on Guadalcanal. Vila
and Munda were mutually supporting fields. Bairoko Harbor lay be-
tween these two airfields and was the port of supply for Munda.

By the spring of 1943 (3uadalcanal was secure, and we had sul-
ficient men and material to open the offensive against New Georgia.
On June 30, 1943, Rendova Island was seized and Munda then placed
under artillery fire. Marines and Infantry landed on New Georgia.
In the heat and muck of the tropical jungle they met a bitter Nip foe
enraged at the loss of Guadalcanal. Resistance was particularly
strong near Bairoko Harbor. After six weeks of desperate jungle fight-
ing the Munda airstrip was overrun, but Bairoko Harbor did not fall
until August 25th. Its seizure marked the end of the fifty-seven day
campaign for New Georgia.

Bairoko signified the end of this eariy Pacific campaign—so the
name of our ship is a symbol for that final victory in which she will

soon participate.




U.S.S. BAIROKO
Roster of Officers

CAPTAIN HARRY B. TEMPLE, U.S.N.

COMMANDER FRANK F, GILL, U.S.N.

Ligut, Comdr. F. W. Tenney, IJSNR
Lisut Comdr, ]. Mal, Stuart, UBN
Lievt. Comdr, 0, M. Hawkes, USN
Licut. Comdr. W. E. Cchey, USNR
Lizut. Comar, B. F. Evans, 1SN
Lieut. Comdr, B I Hudson, USHR
Licuienant S, A, MceCaclley, USNR
Lizulenent C. I, Rothenberger, USNR
Lieulznant B, Boyd, USHNR
Lieutenant W, 5. Aten, USNE
Licutenant H. M. James, USN
Liswtenanl W, Bushman, USNR
Lievtenznt . C. Hoyle, USNE
Lieutenant F. H. Parkam, USNR
Lieutenant T. . Nemeth, USNR
Lieutenant W, 5, Stowart, USNR
Lieutenant W. W. Fredericks, USNE
Lieutenant J. M. Naureckas, USN
Lisutenant F. W, Staine, USNR
Lizutenant M. 7. Selikas, USMR
Liewlenant W, E. Mitchelt, USHR
Ligutenan: J. J. Asch, USNR

Lierut. {igg} L. H. Caristianer, TJSHR
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Commanding Officer

Fxecutive Officer

Lieut. (jgi R. Z. Maore, USHNR
Lisut, {ig: D. D. Fisher, USNR
Lieut. {jg) . 5. Ross, USNR
Lizut. (@) C, W, Bradshaw, USNR
Lieut. {jg) L. Birnkaum, USNR
Liewt. {io) T. N. Ford, USN
Lieut. {g) C. C. SBanders, USN
Lieut. (jg) C. H. Steele, USN
Lieut. (i) I. V. Cramer, USNE
Lisut. {jig} E. C. Shawcross, USNR
Liewd, {jg} E. B. Mergan, USNE
Lizut. (jgi E., A, Ray, USNR
Lieut. (jg) B, Lloyd, USNR
Lieut. {jg) E. T. Fagan, USNR
Lieut. {jg) G. W, Fielder, USNE
Lieut. {jg! E. A. Dakan, USNR
Fosign L. P, Kaplan, USNR
Ensign W. E. Slesth, USHR
Ensign D, H. Claus, USN
Easign L, C, Champion, USH
Ensign A. 5. Perley, USNR
Ensign H. P. Walding, USNR

Ensign B, W. Lindgrin, USNRE
Ensign T. V. Troy, USHR
Ensign R. A, Moix, USNE
Ensign W. E. Zash, USNR
Ensign R. 'W. Foltes, USNR
Ensign G. E. Fulbright, USHNR
Ensign G. B. Soule, USNR
Ensign R, C. Doukitt, USHNR
Ensign W. A, Cartier, USHNR
Ensign 1. M, Dolan, USNR
Ensign H. M. Delaitire, USNR
Ensign ]. D. Mailery, USNE
Ensign M. M, Goldberg, USKR
Ch. Mach. C. A. Kieffer, USNR
Bos'n R. Weichert, TTEN
Gunner P, Bchertson, TSN
Electrician 8. R. Mode, USN
Rad. Elec. A. G. Hubbard, USN
Machinist I, N. Talbott, USN
Carpenter E. M. Spurlzck, USNRE
Sh. Clk. J. H. Connell, USN
Pharmacist E. F, O'Neill, USN
A.P.C. C.Whitchurch, USN









